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Narrative

Background

When this map was published, the United States was in a period of relative prosperity following World War II; the road and highway system was rapidly being improved, and automobile ownership was growing rapidly. 

Related Sources

Texas Almanac, 1952-1953. Dallas: Belo Corp, c1953; The New Handbook of Texas. Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 1996. 

Natural Encounters

Even though it is a road map, not a physical map, this 1951 version of the Texas Touring Map depicts some topographical features. Elevation, rivers, lakes, coastal inlets, and forests are among the natural features evident on this map. By studying these different natural features, one can see the diversity of the state. Physical features throughout the state can be located, and compared. For example, there are many more rivers in east Texas than in west Texas, and this suggests a wetter climate in the eastern portion of state. 

Topics Covered

Texas geography, coast, river systems, and mountain ranges 

Activities/Tasks

1. Compare physical features by locating mountain ranges. Once you have identified them, color mountain ranges brown. 2. Compare river locations in east and west Texas. Color the twelve rivers blue. 3. Where do Texas rivers begin? Where do they end? 

SubjectArea

Geography, Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.8, 7.9, 7.10, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (BW) 

Cultural Encounters

This 1951 Texas Touring Map is printed in English. Placenames indicate a heritage as well as location. Placenames on this map reflect mainly Spanish, Anglo, or Native American cultures. Different communities played important roles in the state’s development. Of course, a strong Mexican influence is felt in Texas because of the state’s history and strategic location. Placenames for rivers, lakes, towns, cities, and mountains show and reflect the diverse cultures of our state. 

Topics Covered

Cultural diversity, placenames, strategic locations 

Activities/Tasks

1. List three or four cultures and/or countries contributing to the state’s cultural diversity. 2. Word placement: create separate columns for rivers, lakes, towns, and mountains. 3. Answer this question: what neighboring country influences us? How does it do so? 

SubjectArea

Geography, Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.1, 7.2, 7.10, 7.11, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (BW) 

Political Encounters

This 1951 Texaco Touring Map is political for the most part as it reveals political jurisdictions and works of government, such as highways. Cities and other communities of Texas and adjacent states, such as Oklahoma and part of Louisiana and Arkansas, are featured. Although county boundaries are not shown, county seats are indicated by symbols. Of the major transportation systems, roadways, intracoastal waterways, and airports are shown but railroads are not. The scale of this map also is displayed, permitting its user to calculate distances. Index and coordinates are used to help the map’s user find locations. This map permitted its user to calculate mileage and find locations using coordinates, an important quality of road maps that were consulted by individuals and families traveling in automobiles. 

Topics Covered

Cities, county seats, index locations, populations of towns, mileage from point to point, forests, parks 

Activities/Tasks

1. Have the students locate their community on this map. If the community is not shown, ask students to speculate why. Calculate mileage from their community to other points. 2. Have students list ten Texas counties, then give index coordinates. 3. Have them identify the only National Park in Texas. 

SubjectArea

Geography, Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.7, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (BW) 

Technological Encounters

The 1951 Texas Touring Map reflects the state’s growing dependence on the automobile. This map also indicates shipping channels, which suggest Texas’s important role in commerce and industry. The intracoastal waterway was a major development in the twentieth century. It was located inland of Texas’ main shore to protect it from the hazards of navigation on the Gulf, including hurricanes. Creating this project required the removal of immense amounts of earth. Of course, the road system offers transportation of many diverse materials for industry. Technologically, this map shows how far we have come and how dependent we are on transportation. A map of this era shows major airports, which is a technological advance for the twentieth century. Yet it does not show railroads, which carried large amounts of freight as they still do today and a substantial number of passengers in 1951. Railways carry relatively far fewer passengers today, a result of the nation’s increasing dependency on highway and improvement of airline service. 

Topics Covered

Geography, Texas History 

Activities/Tasks

1. Identify various locations using the grid. 2. Identify three port cities. 3. Draw an unimproved road and superhighway according to the map. 4. Give a cardinal direction in Texas for location of the lumber industry. 5. Speculate as to why railroads would not be shown on this map. 

SubjectArea

Geography, Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.20, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (BW) 



Fun Fact

Clear tape that binds together the layers of encapsulation is visible. 

There is "Leon R." annotated in ink, and a large circle in pencil on the first image. 

Both sides display a turtle motif with a request to "please turn map over!" 

