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Narrative

Background

Modern road, or highway maps, emerged with the development of the automobile in the early twentieth century. Although earlier maps did depict wagon and other roads, the first automobile map for automobile drivers was produced in 1904 before the first Model-T rolled off the production lines or concrete roadways became common after about 1910. The Federal Aid Road Act of 1916 and the establishment of United States Highway Routes in 1925 solidified the "car culture" and the maps that were produced to facilitate this defining element in American society. This 1945 map was mass-produced by the Texas Highway Department to promote the state of Texas. Produced at the end of World War II when resources were scarce, the map is printed only in black and white. The back of the map is blank unlike highway maps produced before the war, which had elaborate promotional literature printed in four colors. A few years later, the highway maps again will reflect the booming economy of post-war America. 

Related Sources

Newberry Library. The Newberry Library Presents Paper Trails: Geographic Literacy via American Highway Maps. Chicago: The Hermon Dunlap Smith Center for the History of Cartography, The Newberry Library, 1996. 

Natural Encounters

Among the physical features depicted on this map are the mountain ranges in the Big Bend area and the rivers of the state. The counties where the western mountains appear are Brewster, Presidio, Jeff Davis, Hudspeth, Culbertson, as well as part of Reeves and Pecos. Noted prominently in the panhandle is the cap rock escarpment a line of resistant rock that separates the hilly lands of central Texas from the Llano Estacado of for west Texas. The map shows details, including the names of canyons and specific mountains or smaller ranges. The rivers and their tributaries with names noted alongside also are shown, as are natural harbors along the coast with associated barrier islands, lakes, and forests. 

Topics Covered

Natural features, such as mountains ranges, escarpments, ridges, and mesas, river systems, lakes, and bays and barrier islands along the coast, indicating the diversity of Texas landscapes. 

Activities/Tasks

1. What landscapes are evident on the map? Develop a color key to identify and describe the various natural landscapes depicted on the map. 2. Take a colored marker and draw a circle that represents a 50-mile radius from a major city in East Texas. What landscapes or natural geography is evident in the circle? Do the same for a city in West Texas and one in South Texas. Describe the landscapes around each city. Plan at least one outdoor activity for each city region that is different from the other two and dependent on the landscape. 

SubjectArea

Texas and U.S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.8, 7.9, 7.10, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (blk/wht), digital 

Cultural Encounters

The map is rich in cultural evidence. Notations concerning historic sites abound, including the 1689 crossing of the Rio Grande by Capt. Alonso de Leon who blazed the El Camino Real, Judge Roy Bean’s nearly legendary court at Langtry, and the ruins of Fort Lancaster in Crockett County. In addition, the inserts contain notations about other historical sites. For example in the Beaumont-Port Arthur inset, is a designation of the “original Spindle Top Oil Field.” Also outlined is the boundary of the Alabama-Coushatti Indian Reservation in Polk County in Southeast Texas. The place names reflect the cultural history of the region, with Anglo names predominately in the eastern portion; names such as Jefferson, Harrison, Hopkins. Spanish names are in strong evidence in the southern and western portions of the state; names such as San Antonio, Uvalde, Hidalgo depict this Spanish heritage. Evidence of French intrusion is found with names like La Salle [county], and Indian heritage is reflected in the county names of Cherokee and Caddo City names are taken from the old frontier fort system, and they remind us of our history as well; names like Fort Stockton and Fort Worth reflect that military heritage. Texas parks proliferate. The separate key inserted into the map further enhances the importance of the parks. National forests are noted on the map as well, particularly in the eastern and southern areas. 

Topics Covered

Travel and automobiles; society’s changes after World War II, in which leisure time and recreation focused on a growing tourist industry; the emergence of the federal government in providing the infrastructure not just for the war effort, but for the citizens of the nation and the economic betterment of both the region and the nation; history as a provider of entertainment and recreation; and differences in commercial development in the state and in its neighbor to the south, Mexico. 

Activities/Tasks

1. Using colored pencils, make a color key to historic sites noted on the map defining those associated with the Spanish period, the Mexican period, the Republic period, and the period associated with Statehood. Generalize on the locations of the various historical periods. For example, where are most of the Spanish period historical sites located? The Mexican? The Republic? The statehood? 2. This map was published at the end of WWII. What features reflect the concerns associated with that war? Where are they located? Why do you think these facilities were located at that particular place? 

SubjectArea

Texas and U.S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.1, 7.2, 7.10, 7.11, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (blk/wht), digital 

Political Encounters

Boundaries define the many aspects of this map. There are international boundaries that define economic development in the state as opposed to the development in Mexico. On the map, you will find notes as to locations of “Federal Inspection Stations” along the international border with Mexico. The political boundaries, found in the development of the road systems available to Texas, speak about political areas of responsibilities. Road designations are divided by political entity, such as U.S. Routes, which are roads built and maintained by the federal government; state roads and highways as well as farm and ranch roads maintained by the counties. Political boundaries are evident in the designations of state and federal parks and forests, and even in the formal names of some highways, such as the Pan American Highway running to and from Texas and Mexico. The Pan American Highway also indicates international co-operation in conjunction with the roadway. A toll bridge at Laredo indicates some type of taxing authority. 

Topics Covered

Development of the American road system, including federal subsidies and state and county taxing entities; international trade relations with Mexico; and contemporary Native American issues. 

Activities/Tasks

1. Using colored pencils, color outlines of federal and state parks and other recreation areas in Texas. How much, in percentages, does the state control and how much does the federal government? Research how much it costs today to get into the different parks on the map. If you were planning a vacation to a state or federal park, which would you choose and why? 2. Plan a trip to Mexico for ten days. You will need money to buy gas [in 1945 it was $.50 a gallon and your car will get about 10 miles to the gallon], and get into and back out of Mexico. You will have a place to stay once you cross the border, so you will not need hotel money. With a colored marker, plot the route and calculate how much cash you will need to buy gas, buy food on the road and pay expenses crossing the border. Your food will cost about ¼ of what it would today. How much will your trip cost and what route will you take? Why that particular route? 

SubjectArea

Texas and U.S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.7, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (blk/wht), digital 

Technological Encounters

The most prominent technological feature on this map is the man-made road sytems. The roads not only link the major cities, but smaller communities with larger ones. The roads are so thick in the cities; that the scale of the map cannot accommodate them. There are other evidences of technology on the map as well. The city insets include a small airplane to indicate an airport; toll ferries are noted along the Rio Grande; an intercoastal canal is indicated along the coast south of Galveston; ship channels are shown in the Houston area; and airforce airfields, and army forts are shown on the map. The key or legend for types of roads indicates the level of technology involved in building the roadways. Measurement of distances is shown on the map as well. 

Topics Covered

Shipping, roads, airports, travel, economic development around specific cities, and development of tourist industry around recreation areas in the state. 

Activities/Tasks

The primary purpose of this map is to provide directions to travel from one place to another. 1.With colored pencils, trace a trip from one major city to another using the U. S. Routes and another using only local or county roads. Which is the more direct route? Could you travel from Nacogdoches to El Paso only on county roads? Can you travel the same route on U.S. highways? Which would be faster? Why? 2. If you had farm produce to sell and you lived in the valley, where would be the best areas to sell your produce? How would you get there? If the cities in which you chose to sell your produce are more than 200 miles away, what highways would you travel and why would you chose those? 3. There are three separate ways to determine mileage on this map. Describe the three ways. Pretend that you want to drive from Galveston to Dallas. What is the quickest way to determine the mileage? Describe the roads you will travel, the sightseeing available along the way, and the geographic features on the landscape you will observe. 

SubjectArea

Texas, Geography and U.S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.20, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (blk/wht), digital
