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Narrative

Background

Automobile or highway maps emerged with the development of the automobile in the early twentieth century. The first automobile-oriented road map was produced in 1904, before the first Model-T rolled off the production lines or concrete roadways became common. The Federal Aid Road Act in 1916 and the establishment of United States Highway Routes in 1925 solidified the "car culture," and maps were produced to facilitate this defining element in American society. This particular 1941 map was mass-produced by the Texas Highway Department to promote the state of Texas. Produced before the U.S. entered World War II, when resources were plentiful, the map is printed in four colors, complete with vignettes from around the state. The map is essentially a promotional tool encouraging travel and tourism in Texas. 

Related Sources

The Texas Almanac and State Industrial Guide. Dallas: A. H. Belo Corp., 1939; The Texas Almanac and State Industrial Guide. Dallas: A. H. Belo Corp., 1943; Campbell, John. Map Use and Analysis. Dubuque: Wm. C. Brown Publishers, 1991; Newberry Library. The Newberry Library Presents Paper Trails: Geographic Literacy via American Highway Maps. Chicago: The Hermon Dunlap Smith Center for the History of Cartography, The Newberry Library, 1996. 

Natural Encounters

While looking at this map, one notices many natural features that have a direct connection to the human presence in the area. Bays and inlets along the coastline are clearly mapped and named. Many bear Spanish names reflecting the varied history of the area. Several state parks are shown, and their establishment was a direct result of urban Texans’ desire to see the natural face of Texas preserved and available for recreation. Oil and gas deposits, essential to Texas industry, are clearly shown in bright color. These would disappear from future maps as their strategic military value became evident in World War II. Natural landmarks have taken a backseat to towns and roads in the twentieth century, and this map is rather devoid of landforms. But, remember that this is a road map and as such it depicts the terrain of modern Texas and not the frontier of the 18th and 19th century maps. The roads are a creation of the automobile culture, and are a result of demands for more and better transportation. 

Topics Covered

Petroleum deposits, the rise of the auto culture, land use in the mid-20th century, parks movement 

Activities/Tasks

1. Research the history of a state or national park in Texas. Write a one page paper discussing this history. 2. Create a thematic map of public lands in Texas. Mark on your map the location of the national forests in the state. Also mark the location of state parks. 

SubjectArea

Texas history, Texas geography. 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.8, 7.9, 7.10, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, digital 

Cultural Encounters

The cultural “footprint” of humankind is a standout feature of this map. The photos clearly show a Texas that is open to tourism, travel, and industry. Primarily a traveler’s tool, this road map also guides visitors to points of interest in a state rich in history. The web of roads in the east reflects the population centers of the state, while the scarcity of pavement in far west Texas underscores the near absence of humans in some areas. Texans of the 1920s and 1930s had pushed for a statewide parks system, and it is clearly shown here, as is a key to identifying the parks by name. Photographs on the verso of the map show a modern state that has embraced industry and business and encourages its citizens to take to the road and see their grand state. This encouragement to travel would be quickly replaced by gas and rubber rationing and plenty of propaganda by the time next year’s map was printed in 1942. Map insets of Texas’s major cities remind us that the state now revolves around its urban population centers. Also, in the pre-interstate highway days, a cross-country traveler might find that navigating through a Texas city could be a tricky affair. Shared highways, dangerous traffic intersections, and a multitude of non-standardized signs were the norm. And while many Texas cities and towns grew up along a prominent river or rail line, the roads have been built to connect the cities and improve mobility. 

Topics Covered

Auto culture, transportation, population growth patterns, modern business and state parks movement 

Activities/Tasks

1. Design a pre-war travel brochure for the new Texas parks. 2. Follow up with a World War II brochure that encourages limited travel and rationing. 

SubjectArea

Texas history and Texas geography 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.1, 7.2, 7.10, 7.11, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, digital 

Political Encounters

By the mid-20th century, the face of modern Texas had been fully realized, and this map shows it well. State and national boundaries are clearly marked and complemented by the large print names. Although U.S. states take precedence, Mexican states are also shown. Texas counties are delineated here, many of them named for notable Texans known for military or civil service. State parks and highways remind us of local political power, while the U.S. highways, national parks and national forests show the federal government’s presence. The map provides the user with information on the Texas Highway Department, the government agency responsible for producing the map and maintaining the many roads it shows. In many counties, smaller county roads and farm to market roads can be seen. Also described are the so-called “Six Flags of Texas.” The text simply recounts the varied political history of the state. We are also reminded that Texas roads are not a lawless domain as the frontier may have once been. The highway department has included illustrations of markers and signs that appear along the road, reminding us of the state’s role in managing travel along Texas highways. Phone listings and addresses of selected county courthouses are also listed. 

Topics Covered

National forests, leisure time in the 20th century encouraging travel and parks movement 

Activities/Tasks

1. Compare and contrast city insets with maps of today. Describe the major differences and similarities. 2. Design your own Texas travel trails. 

SubjectArea

Texas history and Texas geography 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.7, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, digital 

Technological Encounters

This road map offers plenty in the way of technology, both within the state and on the map itself. In terms of color printing, this map is on par with many printed maps today. Photos highlight views of Texas’s leisure possibilities, while a clever color illustration dominates the bottom of the information side. Notice that the drawing is actually a map of Texas turned on its side. We are looking north across the state. Roads are shown in black and red, and a photograph of waves is used to fill the Gulf of Mexico. Comparisons with later maps of the period, such as a 1945 map by the Texas Highway Department, show a distinct restraint in terms of color and imagery. One can assume that with a discouragement of leisure travel during World War II, attractive maps became less than necessary. Technology within the state can be found throughout the map. Phone numbers printed here show communications advances. Airports are shown in most of the city insets, revealing that air transportation is becoming more common. Oil and gas deposits shown throughout Texas remind us of how cars and planes get fuel to travel across the state. Photos show the petroleum, farming, and ranching industries in their mid-20th century grandeur. The same photos of refineries belching smoke are now used to call up environmental concerns instead of celebrating industry. Also shown on the map and in photo is McDonald Observatory in the Davis Mountains of West Texas. This scientific facility reminds us of the ongoing technological challenge of exploring beyond our world. Oil derricks, symbolic of the industry that made Texas a 20th century giant, are shown with the same pride as the state’s natural landmarks. New bridges, many of them recent projects of the highway department, are shown as badges of accomplishment on this map. 

Topics Covered

Petroleum industry, transportation industry, tourism, and pre-war Texas 

Activities/Tasks

1. Create a map of the modern interstate highway system. 2. Compare signage and routes with this map. 

SubjectArea

Texas history and geography. 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.20, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, digital
