Sinclair Road Map of Texas

	Citation: Rand Mc Nally & Co. Sinclair Road Map of Texas. Chicago: Rand McNally & Co., 1941. 

Accession and Location: 92-213@FMB/3

	

	Information
	
	

	
	Narrative (natural, cultural, political, and technological encounters).
	
	

	
	Images
	
	

	
	Zoomable image
	
	

	
	Software
	
	

	
	Download source image and Lizardtech MrSID stand-alone viewer
	
	


Narrative

Background

Roads maps are one of the earliest, and certainly the most common, kinds of maps. The first road maps were produced 2,000 years ago by the Romans mapping the extensive road system of their far-flung empire. In the Middle Ages, route maps were produced to guide pilgrims to holy sites. Modern road maps, like this Sinclair Road Map of Texas, date from the early 20th century when the automobile came into use. For many years, road maps were a promotional tool used by service stations to promote their brand of gas. They were printed by the thousands and provided a form of advertisement, but they also helped people better understand and use the publicly subsidized highway system. Sinclair Refining Company had locations in forty-two states operating under various brand logos, such as Sinclair, B-A in Canada, Sherwood, Rio Grande in California, and Richfield Oil in some western, Middle Atlantic and New England states. Sinclair Company had five District Offices in the United States, one being in Fort. Worth, Texas. There is a promotional note on the map encouraging motorists to apply for and use the “Sinclair Credit Identification Card.” This would offer convenience “as you drive from coast to coast and in Canada” and also security without having to carry cash for auto needs. This was in effect an early form of credit card. Another promotion offered was a forerunner to travel agencies; by urging customers to contact Sinclair Oil for route information when planning a road trip by filling out a prepaid postal card, Sinclair would mail free maps with the best routes marked. Of course, these routes would be aligned closely to Sinclair gas stations locations. This map, a product of an oil company, would have been given away at the Sinclair gasoline stations across Texas as a promotional and advertising tool. The map was published on the eve of the United States entry into World War II, just before the federal government imposed gasoline rationing on the American public to conserve resources. 

Related Sources

Tales from the Map Room. On the Road BBC-TV. New York: Ambrose Video Publishing, 1993 (videotape); Newberry Library. The Newberry Library Presents Paper Trails: Geographic Literacy via American Highway Maps. Chicago: The Herman Dunlap Smith Center for the History of Cartography, Newberry Library, 1996; Vinson, Michael. Motoring Tourists and the Scenic West: 1903 to 1948. Dallas: DeGolyer Library, S. M. U., 1989. 

Natural Encounters

This map reveals the topography of Texas and Mexico, showing rivers, lakes, mountains, escarpments, islands, bays and coastline. It does not define the physical regions of Texas, but students can identify them through a careful review of geographic features such as the coastal plains and mountainous west Texas. The Gulf of Mexico, Gulf of California, Pacific Ocean, and Bay of Campeche are noted on the Mexican side of this map. 

Topics Covered

Physical regions, review of river locations, landforms and water features 

Activities/Tasks

1. Locate and name the longest river on the map. 2. Name the three rivers that serve as boundaries between Texas and its neighbors. 3. Locate three bays and identify them. 4. Locate two escarpments and label them. 5. Locate three mountain ranges. 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U.S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.8, 7.9, 7.10, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper and transparency (color) 

Cultural Encounters

At the time this map was published, Texas had been part of the United States for about one hundred years. Even though Anglo-American influence has shaped Texas society in a significant way, cultural influences from other countries are still present. Perhaps the biggest influence is Spanish, but French, German, and Indian cultures have also made an impact on the state. Evidence is mainly seen in the naming of towns, cities, rivers, and lakes. The name of Texas (Tejas) itself is said to be an Indian word. The Spanish and Native American influence is obvious on the map of Mexico, which has few Anglo American names in contrast to the area north of the border. 

Topics Covered

Relate connection of “Six Flags Over Texas” to history, cultures and the impact they made on Texas, and themes of geography 

Activities/Tasks

1. Have students list five place names for each of the following groups: Spanish, Native American, French, German, and Anglo-American. 2. Have the students locate each groups’ place names and draw conclusions as to why they were located where they are. Discuss in class. 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U. S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.1, 7.2, 7.10, 7.11, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper and transparency (color) 

Political Encounters

Although this map was not prepared for a political purpose, it does show Texas counties, the major Texas cities, and Mexico, all of which are political units. Three rivers serve as political boundaries, and these are shown as well. The Central and Mountain time zones are marked on the map. Various kinds of highways including federal, state, county, and farm to market roads also are marked. Super highways, four lane paved roads, and other types of roads are indicated on the map inserts. Other sites indicated on the map include state and national parks, airports and several fish hatcheries operated as a service by governments at various levels. 

Topics Covered

Boundaries, colloquialism in local names, time zones in U. S., highways, cities, and parks 

Activities/Tasks

1. Locate and label the river boundaries of Texas. 2. Ask students to give directions from point A to point B on one of the map insets. Use directional terms, street names and highway numbers. 3. Give students four place names to identify in different time zone. 4. Label local regions: Trans Pecos, Piney Woods, Hill Country, Coastal Bend, Big Bend. 5. List two paired cities and identify type of highways that connects the two cities. 6. Plan a trip from Gonzales to San Antonio to Goliad to San Jacinto State Park using state highways. 7. Plan a trip from your town to visit a relative or friend in Texas. 8. Research the political process used to determine why highways are built where they are. 

SubjectArea

Texas History and U.S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6, 7.7, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper and transparency (color) 

Technological Encounters

This map was mass produced using a lithograph process. The parts of a map, such as the compass rose, scale indicator, mileage chart, and legend are another important technological area to mention. This gives a great deal of information when interpreting the map and looking for specific data, such as population figures, distances, travel modes, etc. This information was beneficial and sometimes crucial when planning road trips. This map says much about a culture’s connection to technology: The extensive road system in the state and the city maps complete with major thorough fares reflect a people who are becoming highly mobile and increasingly tied to automobile. This is a multi-faceted map with many uses. The original purpose was for travel use and to promote Sinclair products. 

Topics Covered

Use of logos, measurement of distances, legend, and relative and exact locations 

Activities/Tasks

1. Define a corporate logo and describe its purpose. Identify the logo of the Sinclair Refining Company. 2. Select a Texas town and find it on the map using only the grid chart. 3. Identify the location of places using only the grid chart. 4. Select two towns in Texas and determine their mileage from one another using the mileage chart and scale. 5. What was the speed limit in 1941 and why? 6. Compare the average fuel economy of automobiles in 1941 with automobiles today and discuss its significance to both the consumer and the oil companies. 

SubjectArea

Texas History and U.S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.20, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper and transparency (color)
