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Narrative

Background

This map represents Texas in the 1930s, a time when railroads were still important in transporting people, but increased automobile ownership led to a demand for paved roads and highways. It was prepared by Clason Map Company of Chicago at a time when the major mapmaker, Rand McNally, also operated out of that city. 

Related Sources

Jakle, John and Keith Sculle. The Gas Station in America. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1994; Jakle, John. Tourist Travel in Twentieth-Century North America. Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1985; and Jakle, John, Keith Sculle, and Jefferson Rogers. The Motel in America. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1996. 

Natural Encounters

This map depicts the major natural features of Texas, including rivers, mountains, coastal barrier islands, and passes along the coast. The location of Galveston and Houston on a large bay suggests the importance of water bodies for access to the state. The mountainous regions of west Texas are shown, although the map and its accompanying guide book make the statement that “El Capitan” is the highest point in Texas, while modern facts state that “Guadalupe Peak” holds that distinction at 8751 feet. At this time, Texas had only a few man-made lakes, but its only natural lake, Caddo Lake, is shown in far east Texas. Note that the density of towns, roads, and railroads is higher in east Texas, a result of the higher rainfall that sustains farming, while the dry area of west Texas is sparsely populated and mostly devoted to ranching. 

Topics Covered

Texas Geography 

Activities/Tasks

1. Locate border rivers. Highlight major rivers from the Sabine to the Rio Grande (find 5). Shade mountain ranges brown. 2. Locate the Brazos River. If you were to build lakes for reservoirs and flood control, where would you locate them along the Brazos and why? Compare your answer with a current map that shows many man-made lakes developed since the 1950s. 

SubjectArea

Texas history. 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.8, 7.9, 7.10, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency. (color) 

Cultural Encounters

Influence of Texas’ varied cultural groups is evident in the naming of Texas counties and towns. Many towns and counties bear Spanish, and Anglo names. The German influence can be seen in some town names, especially in the Hill Country region. Despite the diversified population, the dominance of the Anglo influence is apparent. Mexican influence on the Texas ranching industry is suggested by the indication of haciendas and ranches south to the Rio Grande. Texas population was growing at a fairly rapid rate when the map was prepared. The total Texas population at the time that this map was produced is listed as 4,661,027. By the next census in 1940, total population had increased to over six million. Population growth placed increasing demands on Texas’s transportation system, and the road network shown here reveals that the state’s cities are becoming connected by dependable roads. 

Topics Covered

Texas history, immigration, industrialization, and regional growth and decline 

Activities/Tasks

1. Pretend that you are a resident of Poland in the 1930s, and have decided to move to Texas. Using this map, determine which part of the state your steamship would take you to. Once you have arrived, you are hired to work in a brick making plant in Thurber, Texas. Locate Thurber on your map. What route would you travel to get to Thurber from Galveston? What direction are you traveling? Figure your mileage using the scale of miles, from Galveston to Thurber. 2. Research the history of Thurber, which reflects many important themes, including the development of company towns, labor unions, and changing working conditions. Be sure to note the shift from coal to oil during the 1920s, which led to Thurber’s decline as a coal mining town. 

SubjectArea

Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.1, 7.2, 7.10, 7.11, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (color) 

Political Encounters

This map is divided into cities and counties. County seats are prominently displayed, allowing travelers to differentiate between governmental areas of importance and small towns. Mexico’s importance to Texas is evident by the inclusion of detailed information pertaining to livestock raising, as well as railroads lines reaching down into Mexico. It also clearly shows state and international borders. These are indicated by lines that are heavier than those used to show county borders. Why? 

Topics Covered

State government, county government, and immigration. 

Activities/Tasks

1. Research one of the counties in west Texas, such as Irion, Reagan, Upton, Crane or Crockett. What is the county seat? What year was it established? Why is it located where it is, especially in relation to county boundaries and transportation? 2. Compare this map to a modern map. Name five other cities on the county 1940 map. How do they compare in size today? What are their primary economic activities today? What were their primary economic activities in the 1920s? 

SubjectArea

Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.7, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (color) 

Technological Encounters

This map shows several mode of travel. Auto routes are indicated, as are railroad lines and steamship lines. These reflect changes when looked at one time period in comparison to another. Although railroads are very important today, they carry far fewer passengers today than they did when the map was made. Note that roads are important on the map and that the main auto routes will become part of the interstate highway system as they were upgraded using federal money beginning in the 1950s. 

Topics Covered

Transportation 

Activities/Tasks

1. Locate and label the main auto route named Old Spanish Trail from Fort Stockton to San Antonio. Compare it to a current map. What is the route today? Does it follow the same path? 2. Compare this map with a modern road map. What similarities do you see? 

SubjectArea

Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.20, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (color)
