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Narrative

Background

The map was produced by the Baird Commercial Club of Baird, Texas. Although Texas’s oil boom began with the discovery of Toil at Spindletop near Beaumont/Houston in 1901, this map was one of many that focused on the newly discovered west Texas oil fields discovered by the mid-1910s. This map was offered for sale to prospective investors during the “oil boom” rush in the late 1910s. 

Related Sources

Rister, Carl C. Oil! Titan of the Southwest. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1949. 

Natural Encounters

The purpose of this map was to show the location of current and potential oil fields in Callahan County. The map depicts the area just west of the rich oil fields of Eastland County, including the Ranger Oil Field, which was discovered in October of 1917 by W. K. Gordon, Sr. The map also shows oil properties in adjoining counties. In order to suggest the potential of Callahan County’s oil fields, the map includes geologic descriptions of the Permian formation on the west, the centrally located Pennsylvanian formation, and the Cretaceous formation to the east. Included on the map is a detailed study of the area done by the Dallas, Texas, engineering firm of Henry Exall Elrod Company, which locates Callahan County within the more prime areas of the oil pools. By depicting the geological phenomenon of oil regions running from the northeast to the southwest, the map suggests that Callahan County is the next likely location for major oil well production. As boosters of the county, the Baird Commercial Club has indicated this promising region just to the south of the north central pools, and just east of the Permian Basin -- suggesting that this part of Callahan County is well positioned to be the next great center of oil strikes. 

Topics Covered

Oil and mineral locations, geology, physical and political geography, topography, river and water systems 

Activities/Tasks

1. Speculate on where potentially successful oil wells might be developed using the geographic features identified on the map and using the narratives to identify prior successful digs. 2. Once a place is determined, describe why a successful well could be drilled in that area. Show how an oil well works. Build a miniature oil derrick out of toothpicks and describe where you might get the wood to build one back in the late 1910s or early 1920s. 

SubjectArea

Texas History, Geography 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.8, 7.9, 7.10, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (color) 

Cultural Encounters

This map reflects the cultural interest in the oil boom seen in the area of Callahan County and north central Texas, especially in the years following the success at Ranger and Desdemona. The map reflects three primary areas of cultural interest: the land plats with the allocation of lands for schools and public use; the geological information which, when projected against the land plats, allows for more advantageous acquisition of parcels for development; and the general location of the specific area relative to the resources of the surrounding counties. With the advent of the railroad industry and the transportation routes throughout the areas, the map indicates what seems to be an inordinate amount of lands for public use in education and in those areas designated as “asylums.” Reserved lands are in reality designated for these public uses as a result of early Texas laws beginning in 1864. These laws provided sixteen sections of land for each mile of rail constructed, the odd-numbered sections going to the railroad, the even-numbered sections to the state for school lands. From this map and the land plats, the emphasis on public amenities, such as health care and education, is easily determined. The geological study presented on this map shows those areas in the region more suitable to supporting the need and location of public facilities, and are indicated as such. The term most widely used is “asylum,” an indication that within the culture of the early 1900s, disease and illnesses considered contagious as well as those afflicted with blindness and mental disabilities would require isolation, if not quarantine. The relative location of the area shown in the third inset indicates the accessibility to larger and therefore more established towns and cities within the region. Encouraging investors and others to relocate to Callahan County would have been more difficult without the proximity to, and availability of, public services. By the mid-1940s, Callahan County and the immediate vicinity did not realize the boom envisioned by the map’s makers. Today within the region, one can find still the small towns and settlements that never experienced the predicted oil booms. 

Topics Covered

Growth patterns and population density; location 

Activities/Tasks

1. Using a copy of the map, create a grid to indicate a community, town, or city. Place housing and public facilities in a logical location and explain why each area is located where it is. 2. Speculate what would happen if the housing and public areas were either located too close to, or far away from, some of the geographic/geologic features. 

SubjectArea

Texas History, Geography 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.1, 7.2, 7.10, 7.11, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (color) 

Political Encounters

The political arena in which this map is presented is one predicated on the prospect of instant and great wealth as well as the intent to bring a larger more affluent populace into the region. The plat of the county shows the influence of the railroad and transportation industry within the region. Associated with that is the delineation of lands designated for public use. The Baird Commercial Club evidently realized that a substantial increase in the population would result from the development suggested by the map. Thus, this map can be seen as a “recruiting” device to entice growth. At the time of publication in 1919, areas adjacent to Callahan County had experienced widespread growth (Ranger, Desdemona), and the expansive rail and transportation systems were the catalysts that made the financial and commercial bond even stronger. Included on the map is an August 12, 1919, article from the Dallas News attesting to the number of drilling companies already in the area. Each company and the respective drilling locations are located on the map, and there is a suggestion that one should not delay purchasing land here, for the few remaining prime drilling locations will no longer be available if one hesitates. The narratives included on the map support the purpose of this map, that is, to being new investors. The geological study made by the Henry Exall Elrod Engineering Company of Dallas, Texas, shows the prospects of successful strikes made by coming into the area. The map suggests that the Baird Community Club in 1919 functioned much like a local chamber of commerce. 

Topics Covered

Human and environmental interaction, movement 

Activities/Tasks

1. Make flyers to represent the area in a maner that would lead people to want to come to the region. 

SubjectArea

Texas History, Geology 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.7 , 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (color) 

Technological Encounters

The map reveals the role of technology in both promoting and exploiting resources. The map is multi-colored, suggesting a fairly sophisticated level of printing techniques. The geological study suggests a mastery of land surveying techniques as well as the understanding of geological concepts. The layout of the plat of the land suggests a coordinated surveying and land division methodology in establishing new townships and cities. The price of the map, a single dollar, when indexed to the cost of living in 1919, would seem to be somewhat expensive, yet one should remember that is was designed for would-be investors. The statement that new maps could and would be produced when the current supplies were exhausted suggests that there was an ability to print the map on demand. Technological growth is also suggested in the areas marked for public use in the county. To build the “asylums” and schools requires the understanding of engineering techniques as well as being able to utilize the raw materials found within the area. Roads are not limited to paralleling the rivers and streams so some knowledge of building ways to cross water, such as bridges, the water existed at the time. The strong influence of the railroads represents related advances in technology as well. Transporting goods and resources suggests a wide base economic system and associated sophistication in fiscal management. The basis of the map, including the lure of prospecting and wildcatting for oil, suggests other technological techniques evident in this time period. The construction of the oil derricks, the augur bits and energy needed to drill into the earth, as well as methods to transport the crude oils and natural gas through pipelines extending hundreds of miles, only reinforces the awareness that a high level of technology was available in the period this map represents. 

Topics Covered

Movement, human and environmental interaction 

Activities/Tasks

1. List 10 different forms of technology used to accomplish the building of the city on the map. 

SubjectArea

Texas History, Geology 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.20, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (color)
