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Narrative

Background

The Missouri, Kansas, and Texas Railway (also known as the “Katy” Railroad) created this cerographic, two-color map in 1904 as a promotion for its rail service throughout the region. Note that this map was provided with the compliments of the Allison-Richey Land Company, which has hand-stamped the map showing areas currently ready for settlement in southern and southeast Texas. This suggests a close working relationship between the railroad company and the land company. In the map’s lower left hand corner, a promotional picture shows well-to-do prospective settlers in front of the railroad’s dining and sleeping cars, presumably well-rested and ready to start new lives on land of their own. It should also be noted that the picture appears to have been printed over the portion of the map showing Mexico, and that map details can still be seen under the ink from the picture. 

Related Sources

Zlatkovich, Charles P. Texas Railroads: A Record of Construction and Abandonment. Austin: UT Bureau of Business Research,1981; Masterson, V. V. The Katy Railroad and the Last Frontier. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1952; Hofsommer, Donovan. Katy Northwest: The Story of a Branchline Railroad. Boulder: Pruett, 1976; and entry for “Missouri Kansas & Texas Railway ” New Handbook of Texas . 

Natural Encounters

Note that an inset on this map in the upper left hand corner shows the mean annual temperatures of Texas, and that the main map indicates certain aspects of the natural environment, such as the Black Land prairie soil counties. Also shown is the Timber Belt of East Texas, which consists of both pines and deciduous trees. The state’s major rivers are depicted. In a few places, the map indicates elevations and annual precipitation at different locations, such as “Elevation 1500-2500 ft. Rainfall 15-25 inches” in Pecos County. These figures suggest that the state increases in elevation to the west, while precipitation decreases from east to west. Although natural features are not prominently displayed, all major navigable rivers, bays, and the Gulf of Mexico are shown. 

Topics Covered

Mean annual temperatures, natural environment, river system, and elevation/topography 

Activities/Tasks

1. Compare current mean temperature and rainfall in Texas to turn-of-the-century Texas. How might they differ from today? Is there any proof that the climate of Texas has changed over time? 2. Have students write a paper putting themselves in Texas as settlers, explaining reasons to settle in the southwest region, their hopes, and plans. 

SubjectArea

World Geography, Texas and U. S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.8, 7.9, 7.10, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23, 8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.10, 8.11, 8.12 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 

Cultural Encounters

The map contains many place names that reflect some of the state’s diverse peoples, for example, Comanche County (Native American), San Antonio (Spanish/Mexican), and Houston (Anglo-American). To aid settlers, the map is divided into different regions of economic activity showing the crops popularly grown in each. The average rainfall and elevation are provided in each region as well. Steamship routes are clearly marked in the Gulf of Mexico, showing that Texas has many methods of transportation. All rail lines are shown in bold, but the Katy railroad’s line are even bolder. Finally, for the farmers who are considering the move to Texas from the East, mean temperatures and highest recorded temperatures are provided in the inset map on the top left corner, perhaps to correct any rumors that all of Texas is hot and dry year-round, a rumor that still persists today. 

Topics Covered

Modes of transportation and land grant incentives for railroads 

Activities/Tasks

1. Have the class speculate, after reading about the subject in their textbook, why a railroad company would advertise “dining and sleeping cars” to people who wanted to go to Texas. 2. In an essay, have students explain how this map fits in with the idea of rail companies selling land in the West. 

SubjectArea

Texas history; U.S. history 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.1, 7.2, 7.10, 7.11, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23, 8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.24, 8.27,8.30, 8.31, 8.32, 

Format

Transparency (color) digital 

Political Encounters

When the surrounding states are examined, one will find that Oklahoma is still listed as “Oklahoma Indian Territory.” It became a state in 1907. Missouri and Arkansas are also shown, perhaps to show settlers that the rail lines are well connected to settled areas. These states encouraged the development of the railroads through charters. 

Topics Covered

Railway routes and economic history 

Activities/Tasks

1. Obtain income figures for counties with railroad lines running through them and those without rail lines. Use this map to try to explain how economic activities helped cause the disparity between the counties. 

SubjectArea

World Geography, Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.6, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23, 8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.8, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Transparency (color), digital 

Technological Encounters

It should be noted that at the time this map was produced, the MKT Railway was in the process of expanding its mileage in Texas. Through a process called railroad consolidation, the Katy became one of Texas’s important railroad lines, its slogan being that the “Katy serves the Southwest.” Railroads brought great prosperity to the towns they served, as evidenced by the town of Greenville, just northeast of Dallas. Greenville had been a sleepy town of seventy-five before the railroad came through, but the line encouraged people in the area to begin planting crops such as cotton. By 1910, Greenville was a hub of north Texas, with five lines crossing through the town to points all over the South and Southwest. Prosperity was to be short-lived, though, when the MKT over-expanded and declared bankruptcy in 1915. Over the years the company had some other small successes, but none ever equaled the glory days of the early 1900s. Today the MKT is owned by Union Pacific, some of its early lines becoming part of that major western railroad system. 

Topics Covered

Settlement patterns 

Activities/Tasks

1. What advantage is there in both a railroad company and a land company creating a map they can distribute? 2. Have students discuss in small groups, and write a short essay on, the topic of railroad expansion and land development. 3. Create a “T” chart showing advantages and disadvantages of railroad development. 

SubjectArea

U.S. and Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.20, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23, 8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.13, 8.28, 8.29, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, digital
