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Narrative

Background

The federal government has been actively involved in Indian affairs for almost two centuries. As westward-moving settlement expanded, Indians often ceded their lands; by the mid 1800s, a system of reservations was begun to provide a location for displaced Indian peoples. 

Related Sources

Frantz, Klaus. Indian Reservations In The United States. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999. 

Natural Encounters

This map show some important natural features. It has an extensive hydrology network that is not labeled, although the major rivers are named. It also shows the Everglades, Great Lakes, and the Great American Desert near the Great Salt Lake in Utah. Although the mountains are noticeably missing, the coastal area is well defined. A major focus of this map in the area of natural encounters is the rivers and tributaries, which suggests the importance of water in relation to settlement. It also depicts areas that would be very difficult to settle, such as the Great American Desert. 

Topics Covered

Hydrology of U.S. 

Activities/Tasks

1. Based on what you know about the Indian original home areas, predict which tribe might face the greatest difficulty settling in assigned areas. 2. Compare and contrast this map with a modern U.S. map. Identify major landforms not listed. 3. Write a presidential report explaining areas of, and/or, potential development and areas least likely to develop based on hydrology and other features of the map. 

SubjectArea

U.S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
8.10 B; 8.11 A; 8.12 A 

Format

Paper, trans color, digital 

Cultural Encounters

This map clearly shows the effects of the Indian Removal Act on Native American population and areas of settlement. Indian people were often relocated many miles away from their original homes, though some reservations were established closer to their ancestral homes. This map supports the growth and development of the Indian Reservation system, which actually helped various native peoples preserve their cultural identity in the long run despite many attempts to assimilate them into mainstream culture. By the time the map was prepared, all tribes had been driven out of Texas, which shows no Indian Reservations, though small non-federally controlled reservations would be established subsequently. Generally, the federal Indian reservation system perpetuated a paternalistic attitude toward Native Americans with requirements of congressional approval for any major economic activity on reservations. That has changed over the years, so that today tribes have far more autonomy than they did in 1887. 

Topics Covered

Indian removal, Trail of Tears, Settlement of West 

Activities/Tasks

1. Compare density of county seats with the location of Indian reservations. 2. Pretend that you are a Native American moved to reservation and write a diary entry about it. 3. Pick the tribe and give location on map. Compare the environment that a selected tribe lived in before it was relocated to a reservation with the environment of that reservation. How is it similar? How is it different? 

SubjectArea

U.S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
8.5 G; 8.24 C 8.30 B 

Format

Paper, trans color, digital 

Political Encounters

This map was completed under the direction John D. C. Atkins, Commissioner of Indian Affairs. It is predominantly a map of political and cultural encounters, which resulted in a fragmented system of Indian reservations and forts. This map indicates county seats but does not name them. It identifies and names state capitals. The western frontier area is clearly delineated through the labeling of cities and the location forts. Alaska is recognized as part of the U.S. from map inset, but does not identify any Native American reservations there. Finally the map shows a strong military presence in the Western frontier, along railroad lines in the West and along the border between the U.S. and Mexico. After March 3, 1871 transactions which native people fell under immediate control of Congress and ended solemn treaties which were replaced with simple agreements. Later laws put reservations under control of the President but reservations established by Executive order were not held to be permanent before Feb. 8, 1887. 

Topics Covered

Forts and Indian reservation 

Activities/Tasks

1. On a U.S. outline map draw in the western frontier line based on the map. Name the forts along the frontier. 2. Compare and contrast tribal lands on this map with recognized tribal entities today. 3. Determine the population of Individual reservations in 1887. Which reservations were the most heavily populated? 

SubjectArea

U.S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
8.5 G 

Format

Paper trans color digital 

Technological Encounters

This map shows the railroad system throughout U.S. and its border areas in Mexico and Canada. This map also indicates a major trade route through the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence river system. The map also used latitude and longitude with Greenwich at the top of the map and longitude from Washington along the bottom. The map includes a scale in statute miles. The map’s preparation suggests increasingly accurate surveying. After their preparation, official maps were often provided to the public, usually as part of government reports. 

Topics Covered

Railroad lines 

Activities/Tasks

1. Trace the railroad route through major cities from Washington D.C. to Indian territory that the Commissioner of Indian Affairs might travel on in order to check on the reservations there. 2. What is significant about the placement of the forts in the Western part of the U.S. in 1879? 

SubjectArea

U.S History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
8.23 B,C; 8.30A 

Format

Paper trans color digital
