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Narrative

Background

This map was prepared at a time of increasing demand for information about Texas’s rapidly growing cities. These city maps were often produced in eastern cities like Philadelphia in the period well before a map making industry was established in the state of Texas. 

Related Sources

Ristow, Walter. American Maps and Mapmakers: Commercial Cartography in the Nineteenth Century. Detroit: Wayne State University, 1985; Historical Atlas of the United States. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 1988; and Tyner, Judith. Development of the American Atlas, 1790-1980. Los Angeles: California Map Society, 1989. 

Natural Encounters

Few natural features are indicated on this map. The main natural feature depicted is the Trinity River and the creeks that feed into it. The Clear Fork of the Trinity and West Fork of the Trinity are shown as a reminder that Fort Worth’s site was selected in 1849 for its proximity to the Trinity River and its commanding view of the area. The settlement of Forth Worth developed on an elevated bluff above a bend in the Trinity River. Cotton and livestock products were processed here, in part as a result of climate, soil and other factors conducive to producing those products within a reasonable distance of the city. One street name, Bluff St., received its name from its placement on the bluff overlooking the Trinity. 

Topics Covered

Topography, river systems, soils, climate 

Activities/Tasks

1. Analyze the settlement site for Fort Worth. Why would the military locate a fort here? What does its location suggest about the Native American peoples who lived here? How would you determine which Indian tribe, or tribes, occupied the area in 1849 when the fort was established? 2. Discuss the geographic elements considered in selecting a site for the fort and the subsequent factors that led to its becoming an important settlement site. 3. Write a paragraph explaining why the city streets of Fort Worth are arranged as they are. 

SubjectArea

Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.8, 7.9, 7.10, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

paper, trans (color), digital 

Cultural Encounters

This map is printed in English and is intended for use by English speaking people. Most of the street names shown are named for well-known Anglos. Many of the street names were named for men who fought in the Texas Revolution (1835-1836), the Mexican-American War (1846-1848), and also for some Texas governors. Other names are from local settlers. Some other cultures are indicated on the map, including location of “colored school #6,” “colored Baptist church,” and a measurement in Spanish called “varas.” 

Topics Covered

Mexican-American, Anglo-American, and African American culture, segregation 

Activities/Tasks

1. List names of streets that you recognized as having been named for someone in Texas history. 2. Identify schools and other institutions that are segregated by race, and discuss the changes in laws in the twentieth century that outlawed racial segregation. 

SubjectArea

Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.1, 7.2, 7.10, 7.11, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, trans (color), digital 

Political Encounters

This map of Fort Worth is mainly a political map. It reflects many decisions made by political authorities, including initial surveying of the land, establishing of the city boundaries, designation of street names, platting of housing additions, establishment of park boundaries, developing and siting of public schools, and location of the county courthouse. Most everything on the map is of man’s devising, and the establishment of the city was the result of hundreds of decisions made by individuals and authorities. Note that the layout of the street pattern varies, with the original part of the city laid out differently than the southern and western part of the city. This is a result of a different surveying and platting of the city from its founding in 1849 to its growth into the 1880s. 

Topics Covered

Urbanization, development, surveying 

Activities/Tasks

1. Discuss the naming of Fort Worth streets. Some were named after important people, others after geographic features. Why were they named as they were? Why might the name of a street change at some time in the future? 2. Research a street named after a person and write a short paper about that person. 3. On a present-day city map of Fort Worth, draw in the 1885 city limits using the boundaries given on the map. Compare the city’s 1885 boundaries to those of the present-day. Find the population for both years. 4. Determine the actual size of the city in 1885 with that of the present-day city in square miles and divide the number of people into the square miles to find the population density of the city. How has that density changed from 1885 to the present? What does that change suggest about the type of transportation available to residents? 

SubjectArea

Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, trans (color), digital 

Technological Encounters

Note that the city has a water works, which purifies and supplies water. Many of the businesses that are shown on the map reflect a growing technology and developing urbanization of Forth Worth. These include the Fort Worth Ice Company, Fort Worth Electric Light and Power Company, hospitals, city streetcar system, Fort Worth water works, and various mills and banks. These require technology to provide services. When the map was prepared, electricity was generated by steam power. The railroads were also powered by steam at that time. However, at that time, streetcars were still pulled by mules and horses rather than propelled by electricity as trolley cars had only been invented about 1888. The railroad industry is an important feature on the map. It shows a close relationship between the rail lines, depots, and hotels. 

Topics Covered

Transportation, urban development 

Activities/Tasks

1. List all sites that relate to railroads and transportation. How many railroads served the city in 1885? List their names. How much of their trackage remains today? What are the railroads’ names today? Today’s railroads are fewer in number and larger in size, which is a result of mergers. 2. Make a list of all commercial sites on the map. How could a location near a streetcar line help business? 3. Describe how a streetcar pulled by horse or mules operated in about 1875 compared to about 1890 when trolley’s were operated by wire that safely separated the current that arrived via the trolley wire and was returned by the rail. 4. Where would the streetcar system and businesses obtain their electrical power? From where did the power plant obtain its coal? 

SubjectArea

Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.20, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, trans (color), digital
