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Narrative

Background

The mapmaking firm of S. A. Mitchell published this county map of Texas in 1881. At this time, Texas was experiencing explosive growth in terms of immigration and railroad development. The map was published in one of Mitchell’s popular commercial atlases, and clearly shows the steady westward movement of the Texas populace by charting county development. 

Related Sources

Burke, James, Jr. Burke’s Texas Almanac and Immigrants’ Handbook. Houston: J. Burke, Jr., 1878-1885; Gournay, Luke. Texas Boundaries: Evolution of the State’s Counties. College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1995. 

Natural Encounters

This map identifies the major geographic features of the state. Major Texas rivers are shown flowing into the Gulf of Mexico. Galveston’s role as a main port of entry is obvious as it is depicted in a large inset. Mountain regions are shown in the western portion of Texas. The Llano Estacado, or Staked Plain, is shown extending from the New Mexico Territory through the Texas Panhandle. 

Topics Covered

Texas geography, rivers, landforms, climate 

Activities/Tasks

1. Locate the major rivers of Texas from east to west. Trace each river, the Sabine, Neches, Colorado, Guadalupe, San Antonio, Nueces, Pecos, and the Rio Grande. 2. Shade the location of the Edwards Plateau. 3. Indicate areas of least rainfall in Texas with brown; indicate greatest rainfall with green. 4. Shade in the mountain ranges of Texas. 5. Shade in the Llano Estacado. 

SubjectArea

Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.8, 7.9, 7.10, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 

Cultural Encounters

Cultural contact throughout Texas is shown in many ways on this map. The influence of the Spanish is obvious by the names of cities, towns, rivers and counties. Anglo culture’s presence is also seen in the same manner. The relationship between the environment and settlement is apparent by the lack of population west of the Llano Estacado as well as parts of the Edwards Plateau. The removal of Native Americans from Texas resulted in their relocation to “ Indian Territory,” which became Oklahoma after 1907. Note the areas where Indians from many tribes and nations, including those from the eastern and northwestern U.S, were located. Galveston’s importance as a port of entry is obvious by the inset map. 

Topics Covered

Settlement patterns, manifest destiny, Spanish settlement, Indian removal 

Activities/Tasks

1. Locate early Spanish mission sites, including Nacogdoches, La Bahia, San Juan Bautista, Ysleta, and Los Adaes. 2. Compare and contrast these locations of Spanish missions to settlements in present-day Texas. Create a chart of similarities and differences. 3. Make a generalization in reference to population distribution and settlement from what you see on the map. Accurately summarize the distribution of Texas population and settlements in two sentences. 

SubjectArea

Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.1, 7.2, 7.10, 7.11, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 

Political Encounters

By 1882, the Civil War and Reconstruction were over, and most county boundaries in Texas were drawn. County seats were established in the settled counties to the east. The removal of the Indians from most parts of Texas is obvious by the map’s lack of references to Indians. The Kiowa, Comanche and Apache Indians are located in the Indian Territory. The development of counties had not yet ended by this time. “Young Territory” and “Bexar Territory,” for example, are reflections of large areas that will ultimately be divided into numerous smaller counties as population increased. 

Topics Covered

The end of Indian conflicts, removal of Indians, state government and county government functions 

Activities/Tasks

1. Find the reservation land that Satanta would have been sent to and color it on the map. Circle the reservation land that Quanah Parker and his tribe were to occupy. 2. County identification exercise: Locate the county where you currently live. Trace the county boundaries. What is the county seat? How do you know? Is it the same county seat today than when your county was first created? 

SubjectArea

Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.6, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 

Technological Encounters

After Reconstruction, Texas experienced many changes the era of the cattle drive began and ended in a relatively short time from about 1865 to 1882 and as railroads spread through Texas and made connections to the north. The industrialization of Texas began a shift from an agrarian society to a more urban society. Fort Worth, for example, became a major rail center, and this prompted the building of the Fort Worth Stockyards and the coming of the Swift and Armour packing houses. Advances in cartography are reflected in the use of coordinates: latitude, longitude and refined map scale, and colorful lithography. 

Topics Covered

Railroads, agrarian to industrial transformation, and cattle kingdoms 

Activities/Tasks

1. Research the Fort Worth Stockyards and write about the effects of about local packinghouse on the economy of Texas and the U.S. 2. How did Fort Worth’s packinghouses affect the three major packing plants in Chicago? 3. Relate a discussion of the stockyards in Chicago and in Texas to Upton Sinclair’s novel The Jungle. 

SubjectArea

Texas History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.20, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 



Fun Fact

This map breaks out of its neat line in the lower right section.
