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Narrative

Background

This map was prepared towards the end of a long period (ca. 1830-75) of Indian relocation to this territory, which became the state of Oklahoma after 1907. 

Related Sources

Hoig, Stan. Beyond the Frontier: Exploring the Indian Country. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1998; and Francaviglia, Richard. The Cast Iron Forest: A Natural and Cultural History of the North American Cross Timbers. Austin: University of Texas Press, 2000. 

Natural Encounters

Although the main purpose of this map is to show the location of the various Indian tribes in Oklahoma, it also depicts numerous physical features. Shown are the intricate river systems throughout the area as well as the mountain ranges, such as the Wichita Mountains, and other topographic features, such as the Shawnee Hills. Note at this time the utter lack of interior lakes. The absence of surface water contributed to the Oklahoma dust bowl in the 1930s. As a part of government projects to make the area less vulnerable to periodic droughts, there was a flurry of efforts to build lakes. Therefore today Oklahoma has many lakes that do not appear on this early map. Interestingly, a high density of rivers and tributaries are indicated in the western portion of the territory while fewer are shown in the eastern part of the area. In fact, the western portion of the state is dry, even grading into the desert lands of today’s Oklahoma panhandle, while the eastern is quite aptly nicknamed Green-Country. 

Topics Covered

Oklahoma dust bowl 

Activities/Tasks

1. Discuss why this land was chosen to become Indian Territory. Compare ideas about “best” land with current understanding of Oklahoma land. 2. Write a poem or song that would show the difficulties Indians faced in traveling to this area from the more well-watered East. 

SubjectArea

United States History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
8.30, 8.31, 8.32, 113.32(C), (8), (9), (11), (24), (25), (26) 

Format

Paper, trans (color), digital 

Cultural Encounters

Being a map of Indian Territory, the overwhelming cultural influence is that of Native Americans. Yet, many of these Indians located here are part of a concerted effort to resettle them from lands further east, as in the Cherokees who were forced to walk the “trail of tears” from their ancestral lands in the forested southern Appalachians. Place names and settlements almost entirely reflect Native American heritage, the exception being the American military forts established to control the residents of the area. It is interesting to notice the diversity of alterations to Indian names, such as the Nez Perces, Cheyenne, and Choctaws, as these groups relocated here from widely separate locations. There is also a Negro Settlement shown on the map a reminder that free blacks located to communities in Indian Territory and that there were even black Indians, such as certain of the Choctaws. Then, too, this is a reminder that some Native groups like the Cherokee owned black slaves at one time. 

Topics Covered

Indian removal and relocation, white settlement in Oklahoma 

Activities/Tasks

1. Discuss how areas were chosen for particular tribes. Research history of a particular tribe. 2. Write a persuasive speech against Indian Removal. 3. Research and debate Indian relocation. 

SubjectArea

American History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
8.30, 8.31, 8.32, 113.32(C), (1), (2), (3), (10), (21), (24), (25), (26) 

Format

Paper, trans (color), digital 

Political Encounters

Prepared by the Department of Interior for governmental use in analyzing and monitoring the distribution and use of Indian Territory, this map is distinctly political. Besides denoting the location of governmental military forts, it labels Indian towns, villages, and settlements as well as capitals of the various reservations. It is interesting to compare the settlements on the map and note that today’s largest cities do not exist; however, many of the towns labeled at this time remain very small today. Tulsa in its early history developed as an Indian village named Talahosa. Note that Oklahoma City, which developed only after the railroad arrived a few years after this map was prepared, did not yet exist. Within each reservation are the details pertaining to land treaties, their ratification and dates. Neighboring states are labeled, but the future Oklahoma panhandle remains a separate entity. This map offers a wealth of information concerning the early history of Oklahoma, the establishment and development of Indian Territory, and of the government influence in this area. 

Topics Covered

Land treaties, government presence in Indian Territory, Oklahoma towns and cities 

Activities/Tasks

1. Write and act out a play demonstrating the treaty process between government and Indian representatives. 2. Create a diary entry of what a military person may see in a day. 

SubjectArea

American History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
8.30, 8.31, 8.32, 113.32(C), (1), (2), (3), (10), (21), (24), (25), (26) 

Format

Paper, trans (color), digital 

Technological Encounters

While Indian Territory was behind its counterparts of the day in technology, there are several examples of technology on this map. By using base lines, meridians, and standard parallels, it shows the surveying and land division system so common in the West. It shows lines of both latitude and longitude as well as scale, therefore is a fairly accurate representation of the area. There are a fair number of railways in the east, and also roads, stage paths, and cattle trails throughout. The main railway -- the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railway -- was the first to connect Indian Territory with Texas. It roughly followed the route of an early road to Texas 9 route that would someday become Highway 69. The area was so lightly populated when the M-K-T Railway was built that its main contractor wryly observed that he had created a “tunnel” through Indian Territory. Some years after the map was made, the Santa Fe Railroad built a line to Texas from Oklahoma City; that route was also followed much later by Interstate Highway 35. One can also find notes of salt works, mills, academies, flint, limestone, and coal deposits. In the future, Oklahoma would build important industries based on the natural resources that are indicated on the map. 

Topics Covered

Transportation in Oklahoma 

Activities/Tasks

1. Debate, from the perspective of opposing government committees, what to do with this land in the future. 2. Describe how this map might be used to stimulate the state’s settlement, such as the Oklahoma Land Rush of 1890. 3. Using this map, study and decide where you would most like to settle. Plan a strategy for settling a particular area. Describe the impact of such settlement on the Native American people. 

SubjectArea

American History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
8.30, 8.31, 8.32, 113.32(C), (2), (11), (22), (23), (24), (25), (26) 

Format

Paper, trans (color), digital
