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Narrative

Background

This is a map of the United States at the time of the Civil War. There is much detail shown, including state and international boundaries and territories. From the beginning of the war, the Union had tried to take control of the coastline and had succeeded in many cases by January 1864. When the Union had control of the Mississippi River, the spine of the Confederate States was broken. It was not long after the date of this map that the war was over. 

Related Sources

National Geographic Society. Historical Atlas of the United States. Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 1988; and Library of Congress. Geography and Map Division. Civil War Maps: An Annotated List of Maps and Atlases in the Library of Congress. Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1989. 

Natural Encounters

The physical features shown on this map played an important role in the strategy of the war. The oceans, rivers, bays, inlets, and mountains are clearly marked. Since this is a military map, it is important to the reader to be able to determine the land reclaimed by the Federal Union troops. A literature connection gets the natural encounters started: From Life on the Mississippi (1863), Mark Twain writes, “The face of the water…became a wonderful book…and it was not a book to be read once and thrown aside, for it had a new story to tell every day. Throughout the long twelve hundred miles there was never a page that was void of interest…never one that you would want to skip.” 

Topics Covered

United States geography 

Activities/Tasks

1. Why are the rivers and coastal areas important for the Union to reclaim states shaded in green? 2. What importance do waterways have during the Civil War? 3. In land area, how much does Texas occupy compared to the rest of the United States? 

SubjectArea

4th grade Social Studies, Texas History, U. S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.10, 8.11, 8.12, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, digital, transparency 

Cultural Encounters

There are many features on this map that show the differences in the cultures. First, the names of the rivers and settlements in Texas and Florida show the influence of the Spanish; the French influence is evident in places like Louisiana, New Orleans, and Mobile. However, the Anglo influence is the most evident on the map. The population given for both free and slave people is located in the map key. 

Topics Covered

Immigration, Civil War in the U. S. 

Activities/Tasks

1. You are part of a census team. Your job is to determine the population of Texas in 1860 and 1865 and in the other Confederate states during this same time period. According to these population figures, what percent was Texas to the total number of Confederate states? Did the population of Texas increase during these five years? Why do you think it did or didn’t? 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U. S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.24, 8.27, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, digital, transparency 

Political Encounters

The political context of this map is of the utmost importance. The location and types of railroads and forts play an important role in the scheme of the Civil War. The color-coding of the map showing the land claimed by both the Confederate states and the Union at various stages of the war is the main focus of the map. Clearly marked are the state boundaries, international boundaries, and the boundaries of the territories claimed by the United States. 

Topics Covered

Civil War in Texas; Civil War 

Activities/Tasks

1. Review a timeline of all the battles fought in the Civil War. Highlight the major battles won by the Union and locate them on the map. Where are these major battles located relative to Texas? Were battles fought in Texas? Why? Why not? 2. What was the time frame for reclaiming the land colored in green by the Union? 3. Construct a timeline to show the progression of this land acquisition. 4. It is January 1864. You are a newspaper reporter in the recently-created state of West Virginia which broke away from Virginia because the western part of Virginia supported the Union. In writing a letter back home in Texas to let your family know what is happening in the war, what would you write about? 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U. S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.8, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, digital, transparency 

Technological Encounters

This map shows the power of technology in many ways. The map is a lithograph printed in London by Bacon and Company. Since this is a military map,it is important that the land areas are surveyed accurately and the waterways are placed correctly. The technology of the times shows the advancement of the railroads and the important role that they played in the war effort. The population count of both free citizens and slaves is important to both the Union and Confederate sates. Longitude lines are accurately shown, but latitude lines are measured from Washington on the bottom and Greenwich on the top of the map. Time increments are given from both Washington and Greenwich also. 

Topics Covered

Civil War in Texas, Civil War in the U. S. 

Activities/Tasks

1. What is the history of railroad development in Texas and the South in the early 1860s? Why are railroads important in war time? 2. What role did the raillroads play during the Civil War in the United States? 3. Trace railroad lines using the map. Locate factories in both the Confederate states and the Union. Compare and contrast. Which side had the most, least rail lines, and factories? 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U. S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.13, 8.28, 8.29, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, digital, transparency
