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Narrative

Background

J. T. Lloyd published a gazetteer concerning railroad lines in the United States. This publication probably served as a “roadmap” for commerce and those seeking to make use of rail transport. When the Civil War broke out in 1861, Lloyd hoped to take advantage of interest in the war by publishing his reworked rail maps. Lloyd included several advertisements for others of his works related to railroads and updated war maps. One of his ads requested possible agents for this work to contact him. The map appears to be a wall map that has been folded many times. The copy in the UTA Libraries, Special Collections Division is worn, with some holes on the border. Readers not only in the United States, but also in other parts of the world, especially Europe, liked to consult maps to keep up with the events taking place during the Civil War. The map was printed in London, and the mileage legends are in Italian, French, and German. Readers could locate places on the map as news became available from the front and perhaps mark the location on the map. Military personnel on both sides lacked quality maps. This map might have provided information about the location of transportation centers, cities and small communities, the depth of coastlines and harbors as well as rivers and some forts (Vicksburg shows steamboat batteries). Other maps published during the Civil War by Lloyd included a map of Virginia which was supposedly used by Union commander General Winfield Scott in planning his campaigns. In a subsequent updated map, the cartographer claimed the map had been corrected by Captain W. Angelo Powell of the United States Topographical Engineers and used by General George McClelland. Items included in this map of public and military interest include state capitals, cities, counties, towns, forts, barracks, courthouses, and lighthouses. Along the bottom of the map is information about every major port on the southern coast, including statistics regarding the depth and width of harbors and topical information including facts about recent battles near those harbors as well as descriptions of possible navigable rivers. The map is large, two sheets, with a variety of information. On the back is a listing of many southern counties, their population, and types of soil found in the county. Some counties included information on the number of schools, churches, and libraries. 

Related Sources

Schwartz , Seymour and Ehrenberg, Ralph E. The Mapping of America. New York: Henry N. Abrams, 1980. 

Natural Encounters

Lloyd’s map shows mountains, rivers, lakes, harbors, and the water depths off coast. Little is noted about the geology of the southern states on the map itself, but on the back there is extensive information about each county throughout the South, including landforms, rivers, soil types, crops, and other items. Some of this information might have been useful to the military, particularly placement of high ground and bodies of water (rivers), but they tended to use more detailed maps when available. If an individual attempted to use this gazette to keep up with battles, it might provide a base of knowledge in understanding what had taken place. Western areas, including west Texas and New Mexico, show some detail of desert areas. 

Topics Covered

Geography and land forms of the southern states 

Activities/Tasks

1. Work in cooperative groups. Pretend that you are a Union commander in charge of making a plan to defeat the Confederacy. What major rivers, harbors and other natural areas would you recommend the Union attempt to take control of and why? 2. Examine locations of individual battle sites such as Chancellorsville. Write a report of the natural topography of that site, using the gazette. 3. Pretend to plan the defense for the Confederacy. Using the topography, where do you recommend the Confederacy build forts and other defensive positions? What locations would be bad spots to build forts? 4. Ask students to examine other maps that show locations of battle sites. Compare and contrast where they predicted defense and battle forts. 5. Color rivers, mountains, and other natural areas. Feather edge coastal areas. 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U.S. History, World History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.8, 7.9, 7.10, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23, 8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.10, 8.11, 8.12, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, transparencies, digital 

Cultural Encounters

The map shows locations of settlements in great detail. Cities and other locations reflect settlement founders, such as place names in Spanish in Florida and Texas. Boundaries of southern states that used slaves as a source of labor are shown. In addition, a myriad of transportation routes to move people and goods are emphasized. 

Topics Covered

Relationships between humans and the environment and life in the South. 

Activities/Tasks

1. Why are you interested in the South? 2. Pretend that you are a business person interested in starting a company in the South. What information do you need to know? The following questions will prove helpful as you develop the script for your role: Based upon what you know about the southern climate, why would the areas shown on the map be of interest to you? Why would the labor issue be important? Why wouldn’t slaves more likely be used in the North? Why are there more settlements located along the coasts and rivers? Why are settlements near natural harbors? Why would the depth of the rivers and coastal areas be important to you as you conduct your business? 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U.S. History, World History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.1, 7.2, 7.10, 7.11, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23, 8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.24, 8.27, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, transparencies, digital 

Political Encounters

This map reflects interest in the Civil War. It shows fortifications, placement of artillery batteries, locations of seats of government, and state and county boundary lines. The map does not show battles that have taken place. The cartographer marketed other maps that provided such information. Individuals might put this map on the wall and mark battle locations with colored pencils. Basically the map was created to meet the information needs of a British public interested in the United States Civil War. 

Topics Covered

Regions of the United States and events leading up to, and including, the Civil War and Reconstruction. 

Activities/Tasks

1. Question students as to reasons why seats of government would be important in terms of attack or defense in military plans. 2. Using markers, locate communities where important battles took place, such as Antietam. Discuss southern and Union strategies in attempting to capture the other side’s capital city. 3. Divide the class into groups. Use battles of the Civil War as research topics. Go to the library. Let each group research strategies of the battles, biographies of the leaders involved, and the uniforms and weapons used at the battle. Each group is to produce a newspaper, pretending to cover the battle. One person from each group should get a map copy of the area of battle, then create a thematic map showing lines of army movements and individual smaller actions in each larger battle, color coded. One person in the group could create a timeline for the battle. One person could conduct an interview with a soldier and/or officer who survived the battle. In addition, another student could create ads for the paper, advertising real goods and services from the area, like women’s clothing of the area, weapons for sale, patent medicine and/or gazettes of the war. 4. Teacher makes copies of sections of the map. Students would use colored pencils to individually recreate campaigns, such as Grant’s movement on Richmond. Capital cities could be colored one color, territories held by Union and Confederate forces on one date of the war another color. 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U.S. History, World History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23, 8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.8, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, transparencies, digital 

Technological Encounters

Advances in transportation, such as steamboats and trains, are suggested in some detail on this map. Ports, rail hubs, and communities on the rail lines all have interest to military commanders. Trains could be used to transport troops, supplies, provide platforms for firing mortars or cannon. Rail disruption was of vital importance in several campaigns, particularly in Sherman’s March to the Sea, in which Union soldiers would tear up track, use ties to build fires, heat the steel tracks over the fire, and then bend them into “Sherman Bowties” around nearby telegraph poles. This action made rapid repair of the track virtually impossible. The Union forces’ capture of rail centers, such as Atlanta and Petersburg, cut off supply lines. Ports provided vital military targets for much the same reason. Both sides developed iron-sided ships, the first metal class fighting vessels to be used in large numbers. The Union blockade deprived southern states of finished products, including weapons and other needed war material shipped from England and France. The blockade forced the Confederates to take desperate technological measures, such as developing a human-propelled submarine, the C.S.S. Hundley. Both sides used the telegraph. Photography came of age with photographers, such as Matthew Brady, going into the field to take photographs of battlefields and the dead. Shallow draft gunboats were used in taking control of the Mississippi River, severing communications and trade points such as at Vicksburg. Repeating rifles, machine guns doomed old style battle tactics, still in use by both sides, bringing about massive casualty counts. 

Topics Covered

Railroads, roads and coastal shipping networks, other forms transportation and traffic arteries. 

Activities/Tasks

1. Identify major ports and rail centers in the southern U.S. 2. Compare and contrast this map with other maps that show battle sites. 3. Have students locate major battles near rail hubs and discuss why these battles might have taken place. 4. Focus on Texas, especially the Rio Grande and Matamoras, Mexico. Why would Matamoras become a shipping center during the war? 5. Ask students to predict the southern strategy of Cotton Diplomacy. Why would the Union blockade southern ports? 6. Use the map to show the Anaconda Strategy of taking control of the Mississippi River and southern ports along the Mississippi River. 7. What major battles occurred on the Mississippi River and along other southern rivers and ports? 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U.S. History, World History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.20, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23, 8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.13, 8.28, 8.29, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, transparencies, digital
