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Narrative

Background

On April 12, 1861, defiant southern soldiers fired on a federal naval force sent to provision Fort Sumter, a federal naval force sent to position Fort Sumter, a federal fort in Charleston Harbor. As a result of these shots and the increasing hostility between the northern and southern states, the U. S. descended into Civil War, a war that would last for four years. This map by one of the U. S.’s leading map publishers, Johnson, was produced shortly after the war’s outbreak and focuses on the forts, military posts, and harbors in the U. S. Titling the map a “New Military Map,” Johnson hoped to capitalize on the country’s interest in the war an interest that would produce market for maps, photographs, new papers, and other products about the war. 

Related Sources

Johnson’s Family Atlas. Washington: Johnson & Ward Publishers, 1863 [1862]; James C. Martin, and Robert S. Martin. Maps of Texas and the Southwest, 1513-1900. Austin: Texas State Historical Association, c1998; Ristow, Walter W. American Maps and Mapmakers. Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1985; Woodward, David. Five Centuries of Map Printing. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1975; Bosse, David. Civil War Maps. Chicago: Newberry Library, 1987; and Stephenson, Richard W. Civil War Maps. Washington: Library of Congress, 1989. 

Natural Encounters

The major geographical features such as the Rocky Mountains, Great Lakes, and Rio Grande along the United States and Texas border are shown. Insets of major southern harbors like New Orleans and Charleston also are depicted. Geographical aspects of Texas and Civil War history is closely tied to geographical features illustrated on this map; for example, the blockading of the coast had to take into account the natural passage (“ passes”) through the barrier islands. 

Topics Covered

U. S. and Texas Geography, and Civil War History 

Activities/Tasks

1. Pretend you are a surveyor commissioned by the federal government to map the river systems of Texas. With the onset of the Civil War, your job has become more difficult. You have been traveling with Nathaniel P. Banks, who is commander of the Union Department of the Gulf. The focus of your map is military in nature. You must -- determining which rivers can be used for troop movement. This means making notes of the possibility of the topography and stream crossings as well as major towns, Confederate forts and encampments. 2. Next, pretend you are a mapmaker who is traveling with Lt. Col. John R. Baylor. He is moving into the New Mexico Territory in June 1861. What tools and supplies would you need to develop a map to show Mesilla and Fort Fillmore? Also, make a list of items you would carry in your travel bag. 

SubjectArea

Texas History, 4th grade Social Studies, U.S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.8, 7.9, 7.10, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23, 8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.10, 8.11, 8.12, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, trans. (Color), digital, slide 

Cultural Encounters

Place names point to the growing cultural diversity of the Unites States and Texas at the time of the Civil War. Indian influences from Oklahoma, New Mexico, and Mexico as well as French influences from Louisiana on Texas also are discernable. Slavery and pre-war immigration are significant topics. 

Topics Covered

Slavery in Texas; Texas as a special place; focus on people such as Abraham Lincoln, Jefferson Davis, and Ben McCulloch 

Activities/Tasks

1. There is a quote by Sir Walter Raleigh, which says, “Who commands the seas commands the trade of the world . . .”. Why is this quote still important during the Civil War? Using this map, explain. 

SubjectArea

Texas History, 4th grade Social Studies, U. S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.1, 7.2, 7.10, 7.11, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23, 8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.24, 8.27, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital, slide 

Political Encounters

This is a Union wartime map of the Unites States concentrating on the Confederacy and its maritime activities. Parts of Mexico and British Canada also are shown. The roles of Texas in a divided nation and the Civil War as well as Reconstruction are topics to be stressed. So too is the Union’s blockade of Southern ports. Actions that helped restrict the South’s activities also led to considerable blockade running. 

Topics Covered

Role of Texas in a divided nation, Texas and the Civil War, and Reconstruction 

Activities/Tasks

1. You are going to rewrite history. magine that all of the major southern ports fall into the hands of the Union forces at the very beginning of the war. How would having these ports in Union hands this early have changed the course of the Civil War and Texas’ role in it? 2. As you look at this map through Union eyes, what information would be important to you? Why do you think so? 

SubjectArea

Texas History, 4th grade Social Studies, U. S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.21, 7.22, 7.23, 8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.8, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, trans. (Color), digital, slide 

Technological Encounters

The stress on harbors, forts, and early railroad towns place an emphasis on movement, mobilization, and transportation networks, implying the cotton gin, steamboats, railroads, industrialization, weapons, and textiles and more. The Union blockade, defense of Texas against the Union forces as well as Indians and Mexican border raiders, the expansion of the war into New Mexico and Colorado, and wartime economic and technological development are important topics to be considered. Consider yet another aspect of technology: This map is a good example of steel plate engraving and was included in a popular informative atlas. 

Topics Covered

Blockade of Texas coastline, Civil War and economic technological development. 

Activities/Tasks

1. Pretend that you live in Texas during this period, and that you are a successful businessperson who manufactures textiles. You do extensive trading with Mexico and Cuba and they in turn trade with England. How will you keep your business going during the war to earn revenue through the sale of cotton, and provide clothing for Texans? Looking at the map, what steps will you need to take to get the cotton shipped and the textiles back? 2. Next, using this map, develop a cartoon strip about the defense of the Texas coastline during the Civil War. 

SubjectArea

Texas History, 4th grade Social Studies, U.S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.20, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23, 8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.13, 8.28, 8.29, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital, slide
