A Map of Mexico, Louisiana, and the Missouri Territory
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Narrative

Background

This map is remarkable for its depiction of an increasingly contested area -- the borderlands between New Spain and the United States. The mapmaker, Dr. J. H. Robinson, had accompanied the U.S. military adventurer Zebulon Pike on a western expedition in 1808 to determine the southern extent of the Louisiana Purchase. Robinson’s remarkable map is based on that expedition and other maps from the early nineteenth century. 

Related Sources

Martin, James C. and Robert Sidney Martin, Maps of Texas and the Southwest, 1513-1900. Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 1998. 

Natural Encounters

Regarding the natural environment, this map depicts rivers, mountains, and other features, some of which are misplaced. Note that the shape of Texas is distorted --likely result of the cartographer’s difficulty in determining longitude. The Red River is shown as beginning in the mountains of New Mexico when it actually begins in the Panhandle – a condition that would take another thirty years to determine the course of the river with accuracy. Note, too, that a significant chain of mountains is shown east of the Rio de Pecos when, in fact, that countryside is hilly at best. The map also shows prominent vegetation features, such as a huge “Horse Prairie” in north-central Texas - - when in fact that prairie area is actually cut across by prominent belts of timbered land called the “Cross Timbers.” There are also areas of “marsh lands” and “salt marsh” along the Texas coast, which is depicted as nearly bending at a right angle when in fact the curve is more gentle. Robinson included a table of topographic elevations, many of which are not accurate. 

Topics Covered

Mountains, rivers, and vegetation 

Activities/Tasks

1. Robinson’s map shows many features, but sometimes misplaces them. On a current map of Texas, sketch in at least six items that Robinson misplaced. 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U.S. History, Geography 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.8, 7.9, 7.10, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23, 8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.10, 8.11, 8.12, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 

Cultural Encounters

This map is rich in evidence of cultural encounters. The place names suggest both the presence of Anglo Americans and the Spaniards as well as Indians. Robinson also included tables of information about the native peoples. The French presence is still detectable in some of the information on the map such as the notation “La Salle’s Fort Built in 1685”. However, French claims are now superceded by a new threat to Spain -- westward moving Anglo Americans. 

Topics Covered

Native peoples, French and Spanish settlement. 

Activities/Tasks

1. Using Robinson’s map, list as many place names as you can that pertain to: a) Indians, b) French, c) Spanish, and d) English (Anglo-American) settlement. 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U.S. History, and Geography 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.1, 7.2, 7.10, 7.11, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23, 8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.24, 8.27, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 

Political Encounters

The considerable tension between the United States and Spain is evident in the information contained on this map. Note the words “Philip Nolan & party killed here” near the Brazos River. Nolan had been intercepted and killed by Spanish troops in 1801 for intruding into New Spain without permission. Note, too, the numerous references to treaty lines, such as the Texas – United States boundary shown as part of the “Western Limits of the United States According to the Late Treaty.” That treaty -- the Adams-Onís Treaty of 1819 -- temporarily settled the southwestern border between the two countries. The map depicts the Spanish “province of Texas,” but note that the words “Treaty” are not along the Red River, but rather well within Texas -- an ominous sign for Spain. Note, also, that two locations of “Republican” uprisings of 1811-12, 1813 are depicted. These were forerunners of the rebellion that would witness Mexico breaking from Spain to form the independent Republic of Mexico in 1821. Robinson was such an ardent supporter of the rebellion in Mexico that cartographic historian Robert S. Martin has called this map “A Mexican Revolutionary’s Map of North America.” 

Topics Covered

Boundaries between Spain and the U.S., treaties, conflicts between U.S. and Spain, and “Republican uprisings.” 

Activities/Tasks

1. Pretend you are a revolutionary who wants Mexico to break away from Spain, How would you use this map? 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U.S. History, and Geography 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.21, 7.22, 7.23, 8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 

Technological Encounters

This map depicts the impact of technology on Texas and other locations. The Spaniards brought draft animals and wheeled vehicles to this part of the world and had developed a network of roads in the area by the 1700s. The major road from north central Mexico to Louisiana by way of San Antonio and Nacogdoches is clearly shown on the map. The soundings, or indications of water depth, shown in a couple of places along the coast suggest that maritime shipping is becoming important at this time; yet note that only one port, Port de Matagorda is shown on the map -- a reflection of Spain’s discouraging maritime trade for fear that an enemy could take that port and establish control. Nevertheless, a note along the Rio Grande states that “The Rio del Norte is Navigable 60 Leagues for Barges”, an indicating that the area is opening to water-borne commerce during this era of sailing vessels. In far west Texas, the area around “Passo” is indicated as a place where “Excellent Wines” are made, suggestion the importation of Spanish and for European grapes and winemaking processes. 

Topics Covered

Roads, navigation on some rivers and some wine making 

Activities/Tasks

1. Pretend that you want to open up Spanish Texas to commerce. Draw a map showing the location of five things you’d use to accomplish this goal. 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U.S. History, and Geography 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.20, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23, 8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.13, 8.28, 8.29, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital
