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Narrative

Background

John Melish, the publisher of this map, was a schoolteacher turned mapmaker. In fact, he was the founder of the first map company in the United States devoted exclusively to the publication of maps and geographies. Located in Philadelphia, Melish’s business became an important source of cartographic information for an American public interested in tracking, and taking part in, the nation’s westward expansion. 

Related Sources

Ristow, Walter. American Maps and Mapmakers. Detroit: Wayne State University Press, 1985; Martin, James C. & Robert S Martin. Maps of Texas and the Southwest, 1513-1900. Austin: Texas State Historical Association, c1998; Schwartz, Seymour I. & Ralph E. Ehrenberg. The Mapping of America. New York: Abrams, 1980. 

Natural Encounters

As a former educator, Melish desired to provide as accurate data as possible to be used both inside and outside of the classroom. He therefore became a preeminent producer of geographies and maps. His depiction of the United States in 1818 is rather accurate in the east, including shore-lines, rivers, mountains, coastal islands, and interior lakes. However, as his map depicts areas farther west, it becomes much more inaccurate. In the “Missouri Territory,” foe example, mountain systems and rivers are misplaced. There are many points on the map gathered from the expeditions of Lewis and Clark. The head of the Mississippi is shown, as well as the location of Hot Springs and the “highest peak,” Pikes Peak, which was named for Zebulon Pike. As Americans were quite interested in the newly purchased Louisiana Territory, here labeled “Missouri,” Melish represented items of importance to future settlers, such as lakes filled with trout, and “prairies of dogs.” 

Topics Covered

Natural boundaries, rivers, lakes, coastal systems, features of new territory, and animals such as prairie dogs 

Activities/Tasks

1. Research states that were derived from territories. 2. Looking at new territory, decide where you would like to move to; write a letter convincing your sibling to more his/her family also. 

SubjectArea

U. S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.10, 8.11, 8.12, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 

Cultural Encounters

Because Melish’s work was compiled from the works of the day, many cultural contributions are represented. The placement and patterns of settlements for the Indians, English, French, and Spanish are shown. Their languages and location names are trailed across the map following their movement. American exploration of the new territory is demonstrated through the markings of a part of the Lewis and Clark expeditions. See the notation “Clarks canoes stop 3,000 miles from the Mississippi” on the left edge of the map at 44º latitude as an example. While the physical characteristics of the Missouri Territory are becoming defined through exploration, the far west, except for coastal California, is nearly devoid of notes. In places it is even labeled “unexplored territory,” therefore suggesting a lack of cultural encounters at that time. In the Mississippi Territory, in particular, numerous Indian tribes are located. 

Topics Covered

Placement and pattern of settlements, early exploration of Missouri Territory 

Activities/Tasks

1. In teams, decide why settlements were established where they are shown on the map. Then debate for common ideas. 2. Write a diary as if you were a member of the Lewis and Clark expedition. 

SubjectArea

U. S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.24, 8.27, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, transparency (color) 

Political Encounters

For the early American nation, this map demonstrates a wealth of information concerning newly expanded country. Twenty-three eastern states are labeled. There are also the three territories recognized, including Michigan, Northwest, and the newly acquired Missouri. These states and territories are filled with developing cities and towns. Upper and Lower Canada are defined, as well as many French and British cities and settlements throughout. The Texas-Mexico border follows a strange path, from the Gulf of Mexico along the Rio Grande to the Pecos River (labeled Rio Puerco on the map), then north along the Pecos along a chain of mountains undocumented as such in any other place. The map gives credence to the U.S. claims that Texas was a part of the Louisiana Purchase of 1803, a fact neither agreed to by the Spanish nor aggressively pursued by the American Government. One thing is clear, however: The boundary between the U.S. and New Spain would be settled in 1819 by the Adams-Onís Treaty. The line would be drawn at the Sabine River, the current eastern boundary of Texas with Louisiana. The cartouche is also a fine example of political influence. The republican eagle and olive branch are symbols of the United States. 

Topics Covered

Louisiana Purchase, Manifest Destiny, pre-Adams-Onís Treaty, states and territories, cities and towns of 1818, and misrepresentation of Texas boundaries 

Activities/Tasks

1. Research the history behind the choosing of state names. How and why were names selected? 2. Are major cities and towns same as today? 3. How do borderlines affect nearby residents? 4. Describe the meaning of the map’s cartouche and design one that would reflect things important to you. 

SubjectArea

U. S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 

Technological Encounters

In a country that would quickly become industrialized, you can find the seedlings for that growth. While many British factories are already clearly labeled through Canada, in the United States the map only shows the location of various mining areas and hills. Also needed for industrial growth will be transportation routes. A fully developed system of roads is denoted in the east as well as routes and passages through the Missouri Territory. Most of the latter would follow the course of the rivers. Midwestern states are rapidly developing. Technological advances in accurate map making are represented here. The use of latitude, longitude, and scale seeks to create a sense of accuracy and ensures the map’s validity for the consumer. The fact that the map includes both the London and Washington measurements suggests that Americans still recognize England’s importance but are feeling a need to make the new nation distinctly theirs and showing that they can be competitive with Europeans in any field. 

Topics Covered

Early industrialization, transportation routes, latitude and longitude 

Activities/Tasks

1. Research industries active at this time and explain why factories are located where they are shown. Discuss future industry and its location. Why are more British factories labeled than American? 2. Play a game using longitude and latitude to find a location. 3. Determine the difference between two scales and explain the importance of using a common one. 

SubjectArea

U. S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
8.1, 8.2, 8.6, 8.7, 8.13, 8.28, 8.29, 8.30, 8.31, 8.32 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital
