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Narrative

Background

This map is a prime example of Homan’s work. He partially made his living as a man who enjoyed embellishing existing maps. Homan added such embellishments as new classical figures, Norse and Greek mythological scenes, and cartouches that more closely resembled artwork appropriate for the ceilings of cathedrals, not maps. This particular map includes an atlas of the heavens, or more appropriately, a map of the night sky with all constellations included. 

Related Sources

Hamilton, Edith. Mythology. Boston: Little Brown and Company, 1942; Martin, Robert S. and James C. Martin. Maps of Texas and The Southwest, 1519-1900. Austin: Texas State Historical Association, c1998. 

Natural Encounters

Homan sought to include as much information as possible. In addition to rivers, seas, oceans, and lakes, Homan included prevailing winds in the tropics and the path of the most direct sunlight around the earth’s equator. Since this was also the time of the revival of the search for the “southern continent,” Homan’s map shows the explored regions of modern-day Australia. It would not be until 1770 that any European would accurately map Australia, with John Cook’s exploration of the area. The same holds true for the northwestern edge of the Americas, which still showed Baja California as an island, and the northwestern regions of Canada as a vague land that perhaps stretched to meet Russia. 

Topics Covered

How 18th century Europeans recognized the role of the sun and constellations in the changing of the seasons 

Activities/Tasks

1. Comparing Homan’s map to a modern World map, make three lists of the areas shown on Homan’s map: “known,” “partially known,” and “unknown” (e.g. Antarctica). 2. Compare Homan’s drawing to a modern tracking of the sun’s most direct rays during the year and see if it is accurate. 

SubjectArea

World Geography, World History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
113.33(C), (11), (12) 

Format

Digital 

Cultural Encounters

Shown on this map are indications of African, Asian, American, Indian and European interests and settlements. In addition, there are scenes from Norse mythology and Greek mythology as well as depictions of neoclassical cherubim/seraphim of this era. 

Topics Covered

Cultural interaction, mythological figures in 18th century life 

Activities/Tasks

1. To develop a better understanding of mythology, research the figures at the corners of the map and speculate on the importance of such figures, and the reasons for their depiction. 2. Indicate the major areas of European discovery and exploration on a copy of the map. 

SubjectArea

World History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
113.33(C), (1), (2), (4), (5), (6), (7), (20), (25), (26), (27) 

Format

Transparency (color), digital 

Political Encounters

When one looks at the political aspects of this map, it is curious to note that all country boundaries are excluded, even though this was a time of emerging nation-states. Instead, Homan choses to highlight the continental boundaries, encouraging the viewer to see the world as a single unit. Longitude, which at the time still perplexed sailors and cartographers alike, is not accurate to today’s measurements. Homan chooses to run the Prime Meridian through the Canary Islands. Emerging European empires are indicated. 

Topics Covered

Continental boundaries 

Activities/Tasks

1. Discuss why on a map of the world at this time period national boundaries would not be shown. 

SubjectArea

World history, European history. 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
113.33(C), (1), (2), (4), (5), (6), (7), (20), (25), (26), (27) 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 

Technological Encounters

Ships, astronomy, meteorology, earth science, and trade routes are shown on this map. As far as the construction of the map is concerned, this map neatly fits into the established methodology of the time. This map is a copper engraving, which has been hand colored. The colorization of the map served its purpose by creating a marketable, attractive map of the world for the public. 

Topics Covered

Map construction and use 

Activities/Tasks

1. Compare this map to a map from a wood block print. Using Munster’s Typus Orbis Universalis, make a Venn diagram showing advantages and disadvantages of each type. List aspects of current 18th century science and technology depicted on the map. 

SubjectArea

World History, World geography or World cultures (6th). 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
113.33(C), (1), (2), (4), (5), (6), (7), (20), (23), (25), (26), (27) 

Format

Paper, digital, slide
