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Narrative

Background

This was Del’ Isle ’s first world map. This edition is a corrected version of the 1700 map. The address notation in the platemark, “Chez l’Auteur sur le Quai de l’Horloge,” substantiates that this map was done after he moved to that location in 1707, even though it is dated “1700.” In the second edition Del’ Isle used new information to correct his representation of the Great Lakes, South America, and the Niger River in Africa. Del’ Isle is known as the first scientific geographer. He came from a family of geographers and historians. His father, Claude, was both a geographer and historian. All of his brothers became either scientists or historians. His brother, Louis Del’ Isle, went on a 1728 expedition with the Russian explorer Bering. Guillaume Del’ Isle insisted on complete documentation for his maps. He did not accept the work of other mapmakers without confirmation from other sources. At a time when mapmakers often filled blank spaces on maps with fanciful information, Del’ Isle was rather restrained. On this map, as well as his others, Del’ Isle left blank spaces to indicate a lack of documentation about these places. Of note on this map, the northwestern portion of North America is not illustrated, and there is no evidence of Antarctica. He consistently updated his map with new information. Del’ Isle used accounts from French explorers and colonizers of the Gulf of Mexico region. He also had access to accounts from survivors of La Salle’s expedition in the late 1680s. Del’ Isle became a member of the French Academy of Science in 1702. In 1718, the title “Primier Geographe du Roi” was created for him. His maps were highly respected and were used even after his death. He was one of the first to correctly illustrate the extended length of the Mediterranean. He was also one of the first to correctly represent the [Baja] California peninsula. Despite Del’ Isle’s efforts to produce highly accurate maps, this one contain some errors; for example, New Guinea is connected to Australia, and it appears that Japan is connected to the mainland to the north. This map has an elaborate decorative cartouche, and a banner across the top advertising Del’ Isle’s upcoming book, Novella Introduction à la Géographie. 

Related Sources

Martin, James C. and Robert S. Martin. Map of Texas and the Southwest, 1519-1900. Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 1998; Danzer, Gerald. Discovering American History Through Maps and Views. New York: Harper Collins, 1991; Shirley, Rodney W. The Mapping of the World: Early Printed World Maps, 1472-1700. London: Holland Press, 1983, 1984. 

Natural Encounters

Mappe-Monde is a world map in which Del’ Isle used the most current sources of the day from explorers. It extends from the North Pole to the South Pole. The continents of North and South America, Europe, Asia, and Africa are illustrated. Del’ Isle depicts a number of natural features, including rivers, that served as landmarks to explorers. 

Topics Covered

North and South Poles 

Activities/Tasks

1. Create a categorized list of natural features on the map, including rivers, oceans and seas, northern and southern extremes, islands, and location markings. 

SubjectArea

World History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
113.33(C), (11), (12) 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 

Cultural Encounters

Del’ Isle’s map is mostly in French with some notations in Latin. It includes the names of Native American groups. Routes of several major explorers are illustrated, including Magellan. European world influence is shown by the labels “New Holland,” “New France,” “New Spain,” and “New Mexico.” It has an elegant cartouche. 

Topics Covered

Human and environment interaction, including Native Americans and routes of explorers. 

Activities/Tasks

1. Write a description of human activity shown on this map. 2. List different types of peoples denoted on the map. 

SubjectArea

World History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
113.33(C), (1), (2), (4), (5), (6), (7), (20), (25), (26), (27) 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 

Political Encounters

Del’ Isle’s title was “Premier Geographe du Roi,” a title created especially for him because of his geographical expertise. The map was created for the French king. European influence is evident through the labels “New Holland,” “New France,” “New Spain,” etc. City and place names are included (eg. Constantinople, China). Explorers’ voyages, which were usually politically motivated, are recorded. 

Topics Covered

18th century, Europe, European world influence of the 18th century 

Activities/Tasks

1. Use a French dictionary to translate names of locations and peoples. 2. Divide into teams. Each team translates one continent and another translates the title and “Avertissement.” 

SubjectArea

World History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
113.33(C), (1), (2), (4), (5), (6), (7), (20), (25), (26), (27) 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 

Technological Encounters

Major lines of latitude, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, the poles, and the Equator. Latitude and longitude scales are included. Explorers’ routes indicate technological advancement. Because of his insistence on verification and accuracy, Del’ Isle, was considered the first real scientific cartographer. He used the most up-to-date sources available. He corrected this 1700 edition twice, and this is the third edition. 

Topics Covered

World Geography, explorer routes 

Activities/Tasks

1. List changes that would be made to this map with more up-to-date or correct technology or information. 

SubjectArea

World History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
113.33(C), (1), (2), (4), (5), (6), (7), (20), (23), (25), (26), (27) 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital
