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Narrative

Background

This map accompanied the annexation treaty negotiated between the U.S. and Texas in 1844, and was part of the accompanying documentation sent to the Senate when the treaty was considered. For Texas to be annexed to the U.S. by treaty, the Senate had to ratify the treaty by 2/3 votes. It did not, and the treaty was defeated. As a result, the Texas annexation question became a political issue in the 1844 presidential election. In that election, the Democrats favored annexation and ran James K. Polk, and the Whigs opposed annexation and ran Henry Clay. The Democrats won by a small margin, and interpreted the results as a mandate for annexation. In 1845, the Congress voted to annex Texas by a joint resolution, which only required a majority vote in both the Senate and the House of Representatives. This was the most popular and readily available map of Texas at the time, with more than 6,000 copies printed in 1844-45. 

Related Sources

Norris, David L. William H. Emory: Soldier-Scientist. Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1998; Martin. James C. and Robert S. Martin, Maps of Texas and the Southwest, 1513-1900. Austin: Texas State Historical Association, c1998; and Wheat, Carl I. Mapping the Trans-Mississippi West, 1540-1861. 5 vols. San Francisco: The Institute of Historical Cartography, 1958. 

Natural Encounters

The physical features depicted in greatest detail on this map are located between the Mississippi River on the east and the Rio Bravo del Norte/Rio Grande on the west. The map shows rivers and their tributaries in Texas and in the “Proposed Ne-bras-ka Territory.” Natural harbors along the coasts are also depicted. Also shown are mountain ranges flanking the upper reaches of the Rio Grande, and the Cross Timbers, a forested physical region shown on the map stretching from north central Texas north into current-day Oklahoma. The map also references the earlier work of a British mapmaker, John Arrowsmith’s 1841 Map of Texas, with the following notation in the Texas panhandle: “According to Arrowsmith this tract of Country was explored by Le Grand in 1833, & is naturally fertile, well wooded, and with a fair proportion of water.” This information is inaccurate in referring to the land of the Llano Estacado. Another inaccuracy of the map is the compressed depiction of the Big Bend area of Texas, a common problem on maps of this period. 

Topics Covered

River systems, delineation of the coasts, mountain ranges, the Cross Timbers, natural lakes, and basic Texas geography. 

Activities/Tasks

1. Trace the Texas rivers with a color pencil. Use a yellow pencil to trace the rivers that, according to this map, have no navigation potential, and use a blue pencil to trace those rivers with navigation potential. Look for the map symbol of an “anchor” as your authority on whether a river was navigable. 2. Where are the navigable rivers? What part of Texas are they in? Why? 3. What about the rivers that are not navigable? Where are they? 4. Is there a correlation between whether a river is believed navigable and the number and location of towns along the river? Why do you think there is/isn’t? 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U.S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.8, 7.9, 7.10, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 

Cultural Encounters

The map is rich in cultural evidence. North of the Red River in current Oklahoma is depicted a number of Indian tribes that have been moved into the region from the southeastern U.S. (for example, Chickasaws, Choctaws, Creeks, etc.). These native peoples were moved onto land that the U.S. hoped would become a Permanent Indian Frontier, out of the way of migrating American settlers. In the Texas panhandle is a note that reads, “Summer Range of the Camanches.” The Comanches were one of the most warlike and mobile tribes in Texas. The note about them in capital letters serves as a strong reminder of their powerful presence and the fact that they have not been brought under control by the Texas Republic. Town names are also revealing, giving clues as to migration patterns into Texas and where immigrants have come from. For example, on the Red River just west of the Cross Timbers is a note stating “Kentucky settlement,” a reference to the Peters Colony grant made in 1841 by the Republic of Texas. Many of the colonists who settled in this part of Texas were from Kentucky. Another example is “Nashville,” located at the junction of the Little River with the Brazos near present Waco. This town was settled by families from Tennessee who came to Texas with the Robertson Colony, an empresario colony that had its beginnings in the 1820s in Tennessee. Spanish place names are also numerous on the map, especially along the upper Rio Grande, which was territory claimed, but never controlled, by the Texas Republic. 

Topics Covered

Indians and their displacement; location of settlements, towns, forts, and ports; routes of traders, trails and expeditions; population statistics for slave and free whites; and Mexico as a country about which little is known 

Activities/Tasks

1. Locate the Indian lands on the map. Use a blue pencil and color the tracts of land set aside for the Indians. Where are the lands located? Why are they here? Select one of the tribes and conduct basic research to find out where the tribe was located before 1800. How did they end up in present-day Oklahoma/Kansas? 2. Locate towns within the boundaries of Texas as shown on the map. Color towns with Spanish names green, towns with Anglo-American names yellow, and towns with other types of names red. Where are the majority of Spanish towns located? Why? Where are the majority of Anglo towns located? Why? Based on what you found, where would you draw the boundary line between Texas and Mexico? 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U.S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.1, 7.2, 7.10, 7.11, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 

Political Encounters

This map is basically a political document. It accompanied the treaty of annexation that the John Tyler administration sent the U.S. Senate in 1844 for ratification. The administration wanted to annex Texas to the U.S. to prevent British collusion in the Republic and to better protect slavery in the U.S. However, the Senate, by a narrow margin, did not ratify the treaty primarily because of sectional tensions between the free and slave states and political differences between the Democratic and Whig parities. The map does give credence to the Texas claim that the Republic stretched from the Sabine River on the east to the Rio Grande on the west. After the Battle of San Jacinto and Santa Anna’s capture in April 1836, the Texans coerced the captured Mexican president to agree to the Rio Grande as Texas’ western boundary in the Treaty of Velasco. Although Santa Anna signed the treaty, the Mexican government never ratified it and Texas never really exerted its authority to the Rio Grande. This map, nevertheless depicts Texas with its western boundary claims intact, and this particular copy is colored to graphically point out the size of the Republic. When Texas did enter the union as the 28th state by a joint resolution rather than a treaty, the U.S. did agreed to the Rio Grande boundary claim and war with Mexico resulted the following year. 

Topics Covered

Political boundaries of Texas as a republic, Indians of the plains, Anglo-American settlement, and Mexico’s boundary claims. 

Activities/Tasks

1. Mexico is left largely blank on this map. Conduct basic research on Mexico in 1844. Based on your research, mark the location of Mexican towns that were left off the map, especially those in northern Mexico. Why do you think they were left off? Why was Mexico “minimized” in this way? 2. Locate Austin, the capital of Texas, on the map. Where is it? Why do you think it was placed where it is in Texas? What is around it? Speculate about why there are no roads leading to and from it shown on the map. Who was the capital named after? 3. Use the population chart on the left side of the map. Locate on the map and mark in red all towns with a population of 1,000-5,000; mark in green the towns with a population of 350-999; and mark in yellow those towns with fewer than 350. What can you generalize about the location of the three sets of towns? Why have some towns grown large and others not? What factors may help explain the settlement patterns? 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U.S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 

Technological Encounters

Like many maps of its time, this map was not drawn from personal observations or from actual surveying. In fact, William Emory, the lieutenant in the Corps of Topographical Engineers who drew the map, had never been to Texas up to this time. Nevertheless, the map was the only widely distributed map of the Texas Republic that was available in the U.S. at the time, and even when the Mexican War started in 1846, this was one of the few maps available to the American public at the beginning of the war. The map shows a number of technological features, such as roads and trails, harbors, and ferries. Military forts, towns and villages, soundings of harbors, and projected limits of navigation for some Texas rivers. The map also includes latitude and longitude, has a scale on it, and has outline color. 

Topics Covered

Roads, harbors, ferries, trading posts and forts, river navigation, coastal soundings, latitude and longitude, map scale. 

Activities/Tasks

1. Using a color pencil, trace the roads in Texas depicted on the map. Which way do they run? Do they run north-south, or east-west, or a combination? What Texas town has the most roads leading to it? Why do you think that is? 2. Using the latitude and longitude on the map, record the approximate latitude and longitude for Santa Fe, San Antonio, San Francisco, Houston, and Natchitoches, Louisiana. Why is latitude and longitude important on maps? 3. Using the mileage scale on the map, estimate how many miles it is between Nacogdoches in east Texas and San Antonio in south central Texas following the “Old Presidio Road.” Do basic research to find out how many miles a family could travel in a day with an ox-drawn wagon. How many days would it take a family to travel from Nacogdoches to San Antonio? Do you think the number of days it would take to travel between these places would vary depending on weather conditions encountered in different seasons (winter, spring, summer, fall)? Why/why not? 

SubjectArea

Texas History, U.S. History 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
7.20, 7.21, 7.22, 7.23 

Format

Paper, transparency (color), digital 



Fun Fact

This map shows longitude in degrees west of Greenwich, England, and also west of Washington, D.C.
