Tabula Terra Nova

	Citation: : Waldseemüller, Martin. Tabula Terra Nova. Straussberg: M. Waldseemüller, 1523. 

Accession and Location: 240045@13 

Note: The scan is straight; the image was printed crooked on the paper. 

	

	Information
	
	

	
	Narrative (natural, cultural, political, and technological encounters).
Fun Fact
	
	

	
	Images
	
	

	
	Zoomable image
	
	

	
	Software
	
	

	
	Download source image and Lizardtech MrSID stand-alone viewer
	
	


Narrative

Background

This map was one of two depicting the New World in Martin Waldseemüller’s edition of Claudius Ptolemy’s Geographia, originally published in 1513 in Strasbourg under the patronage of Rene II of Anjou and Lorraine. It shows Spanish, Portuguese, and English discoveries in the New World and Portuguese discoveries along the west coast of Africa to date. The New World geography of Amerigo Vespucci, also published by Waldseemüller, is an important source for this map. This woodblock impression is the first printed map of the Atlantic Basin. 

Related Sources

Burden, Philip D. The Mapping of North America: A List of Printed Maps, 1511-1670. Rickmansworth, UK: Raleigh Publications, 1996; Goodwin, Katherine R. and Reinhartz, Dennis. Tabula Terra Nova. Dallas: Somesuch Press, 1992; . Martin, James C. and Robert Sidney Martin. Maps of Texas and the Southwest, 1513-1900. Austin: Texas State Historical Association, 1998; and Waldseemüller, Martin. Claudius Ptolemy. Geographie . . . . Strasbourg [Lorraine]: Laurent Fries, 1522 [1513]. 

Natural Encounters

This is the earliest printed map showing the Atlantic Basin, including parts of Europe, Africa, the Americas, and the West Indies. The Old World/New World juxtaposition is excellent. Surprisingly for a 1513-original map, it also appears to depict the Gulf of Mexico and the Texas coast, which is not recorded to have been explored or mapped until 1519 by Alonzo Alvarez de Pineda. The “bear” (opossum?) in the inset of the 1522 edition also is one of the earliest graphic renderings of New World wildlife. 

Topics Covered

Regions, New World geography 

Activities/Tasks

1. Locate and sketch in the land that would become Texas on a copy of this map. In a different color, do the same for Mexico. 2. Draw in the Rio Grande/Rio Bravo. How can there be a Gulf of Mexico on this 1513 map if Pineda only mapped it in 1519? ( Note: Some interpreters suggest a portion of east Asia, perhaps the Yellow Sea, that is depicted). 

SubjectArea

Texas, U.S., World History, and Geography 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
113.33(C), (11), (12), (25), (26), (27) 

Format

Paper, trans. (BW), digital, slide 

Cultural Encounters

The cannibalistic Indians in the inset comprise one of the earliest Old World portrayals of New World inhabitants. Their being shown as cannibals reflects the contemporary Catholic European bias against, and confusion about, native peoples. Who are they? Where did they come from? And why are they not mentioned in the Bible? Why are they eating parts of a human being and not the creature next to them? Some historians believe showing the native people as cannibals was justification for their enslavement by the Spanish. The representation of Europe, Africa, and the Americas also points toward the future “triangular trade” in people and goods. 

Topics Covered

Indians 

Activities/Tasks

1. By studying the inset on this map, discuss the early views of Indians that were held by the Europeans? (Group activity) 2. What early Texas Indians were reported to be cannibals? 3. Study the creature next to the Indians. What is it? 

SubjectArea

Texas, U.S., World History, and Geography 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
113.33(C), (1), (2), (4), (5), (6), (7), (20), (25), (26), (27) 

Format

Paper, trans. (BW), digital, slide 

Political Encounters

Columbus’ discoveries and the discoveries of other explorers are depicted. The beginnings of the Spanish Empire in the Americas is confirmed by the place names, as is the Portuguese Empire in Africa and the Americas (i.e. Brazil).What is the island of “brazil” to the west of England and Wales? 

Topics Covered

Discovery 

Activities/Tasks

1. On a copy of the map, trace Columbus’ voyage to the New World. Identify aspects of the Spanish presence in the New World. 2. Color in the Portugese Empire. How would you name what you found? 

SubjectArea

Texas, U.S., World History, and Geography 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
113.33(C), (1), (2), (4), (5), (6), (7), (20), (25), (26), (27) 

Format

Paper, trans. (BW), digital, slide 

Technological Encounters

This map is a summary statement of aspects of contemporary Old World technology. It is printed from a woodblock on a press onto paper with ink. It contains a system of latitude and a scale. It reflects the current understanding of global and Atlantic Basin geography. Cuba and Hispaniola, for example, are rendered quite accurately. The map’s confused contribution to the naming of the Americas is in part attributable to the early sixteenth century lag time surrounding the publication of geographic as well as scientific and technological discoveries. It took at least fifteen years for Waldseemüller to have confirmed the results of Columbus’ voyage to the New World. 

Topics Covered

Maps and map research, Vespucci and Waldseemüller and the naming of the Americas 

Activities/Tasks

1.On a copy of the map, plot a latitude course from Lisbon to Cuba. Where might you stop along the way? How far is your journey? Use the scale. 2. How was America named? Use the map. 

SubjectArea

Texas, U.S., World History, and Geography 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills
113.33(C), (1), (2), (4), (5), (6), (7), (20), (23), (25), (26), (27) 

Format

Paper, trans. (BW), digital, slide 



Fun Fact

The animal at the bottom is probably a she-bear.
